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[LIVES OF THE SAINTS

June 1,

S. N1COMEDE, P.M. at Rome, circ. A.D. 9o (sce Sept. x5th)

S. CLARUS, B. M., at Lectoure in France,!

SS. FLORENTINUS AND CoMP., MM. at Perugia,

SS. GRATIAN AND FELINUS, MM. at Perugia.

SS. AMMON, ZENO, AND OTHERS, MM. at Alexandria, A.D. 245

SS. REVERIAN, B. AND Comp., MM. at Autun, A.D. 272.

S. SECUNDUS, M. at Amelia, in Umbria, cire. A.D. 303.

S. PAMPHILUS, P.M., VALENS, D.M., AND PavL, M. at Casarca
in Palestine, A.D. 309.

S. CapraAs1US, Ab. of Lerins, circ. A.D. 430.

S. RONAN, H. in Brittany, 6tk cent.

S. WisTaN, K. M. at Evesham, A.D. 749.

S. SYMEON, H. at T7reves, A.D. 1035.

S. IN1Go, Ab. at Ogni, near Burgos, in Spain, A.D. 1057.

S. Cuno, A7chb. Elect of ¥reves, M. at Tholey, A.D. 1066,

S. PETER OF P1sA, H. at Montebello, in Umbria, A.D. 1435.

SS. GRATIAN AND FELINUS, MM.
(UNCERTAIN.)

[Roman Martyrology, inserted by Baronius in these words:—'*At
Perugia the holy martyrs Gratian and Felinus, soldiers who, after suffer-
ing various tortures under Decius, received the crown of martyrdom,”
And Baronius quotes as his authority the Acts preserved at Perugia. But
he laboured under a very serious mistake, The so-called Acts of SS.
Gratian and Felinus, used as lections in the Arona Passionale, are ex-
tracted from the Acts of SS, Florentinns and Companions, martyrs at
Perugia commemorated the same day. But these Acts are in their turn not
genuine; they are, in fact, the Acts of SS. Secundianus and Comp. (Aug.
oth), which have been adapted ‘' bysome monk, more pious than learned,”
says Henschenius, —we should have said **as unscrupulously as ignorantly,”
—by merely altering the names of persons and places so as to make the
Acts serve for the Perugian martyrs, of whom, therefore, we may con-
clude that nothing was known. Consequently the less said about SS,
Gratian and Felinus, patrons of Arona, or of SS. Florentinus and
Companions at Perugia, the better, The relics of SS. Gratian and
Felinus are now at Arona. Those of S. Florentinus were translated to
Douai.]

1The Bollandists suppose that several—perhaps five—saints of the same name

have been confounded in one, consequently the life of S, Clarus is in inextricable
confusion.

VOL. VI I




2 Lzves of the Saints. . [June z.

SS. PAMPHILUS AND OTHERS, MM.
(a.D. 309.)

[Roman Martyrology, together with the Deacon Valens, and Paulus
and seven others, MM. But by Usuardus, Ado, Notker, &c., Pamphilus
alone, and the others on Feb. 16th. Authority :—Eusebius, a friend,
perhaps a kinswman of S, Pamphilus. Eusebius says in his Eeccl, Hist,
that Pamphilus was ‘‘a name thrice dear to him.” ‘‘Pamphilus was a
man distinguished above the rest of us by his devotion to the Hoiy
Scriptures.” Eusebius wrote a separate life of his friend, and refers to
this in his history. The life, which was in three books, has been lost, but
Metaphrastes apparently borrowed from it his account of the saint.]
AINT PAMPHILUS was a native of Berytus,
Y and was of a rich and honourable family. In
his youth he studied jn the famous schools of
hd> s his native town, and attained great proficiency
in every branch of learning then taught. He afterwards
moved to Alexandria, and became a disciple of Pierius,
the scholar of Origen, in the great catechetical school of
Alexandria. He spent large sums in collecting books, and
having formed an extensive library, bestowed it on the
Church of Cesarea in Palestine, where he took up his
abode. Pamphilus there established a school of sacred
literature, and to his labours the Church was indebted for
a correct edition of the Bible, which he transcribed himself.
He held Origen in high esteem, and during his imprison-
ment wrote an apology for him in five books, of which the
first is extant in a Latin translation. He also wrote an
abridgment or exposition of the Acts of the Apostles,
still extant. He was remarkable for his charity to the
poor, his humility of spirit, and his grave austere life. He
was ordained priest, and his eloquence caused him to be
especially obnoxious to the heathen.

In 307, Urbanus, the governor of Palestine, caused him
to be apprehended and cruelly tortured. He was then
consigned to prison, where he remained nearly two years.




Junert) S. Pamp/u'lus. 3

Urbanus was succeeded in the governorship of Palestine
by Firmilian, who caused S. Pamphilus and Valens, an
aged deacon of the Church of Jerusalem, and Paul of
Jamnia, a devout Christian, to be brought before him.
He ordered them all to be racked and then executed.
Porphyrius, a slave of S. Pamphilus, then asked the
governor to be allowed to bury the body of his master
when dead. Firmilian asked if he, also, were a Christian,
and when Porphyrius admitted that he was, ordered the
executioners to torment him with their utmost ingenuity.
But though his flesh was torn off his bones, and his bowels
were exposed, he did not open his mouth. He finished
his martyrdom by a slow fire, and died crying upon Jesus,
the Son of God. Seleucus, a Cappadocian, for carrying
the news of his slave’s victory to Pamphilus, was con-
demned to be beheaded with the rest. He had already
been scourged for the faith in 298. Firmilian had in his
family a servant named Theodulus, whom he especially
regarded for his honesty and diligence ; but being informed
that he was a Christian, and had embraced one of the
martyrs, he condemned him to be crucified the same day.
Julian, a catechumen, for embracing the dead bodies of
the martyrs in the evening, was burnt over a slow fire. S.
Pamphilus, with his companions Valens and Paul, was
beheaded on the 16th Feb., 309. The bodies of the
martyrs were left exposed to be devoured by wild beasts ;
but were not touched by them, and after four days were
taken away and buried. Eusebius of Czsarea, the his-
torian, who has written the life of S. Pamphilus, and who
had been his fellow prisoner, out of respect for his memory,
took the surname Pamphili,
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4 Lzves Qf'tb Saints. [ Junes.

S. RONAN, B.H.
(6TH CENT.)

[Venerated in Brittany, and especially at Quimper, There was another
S. Ronan, first abbot of Drumshallon, in Ireland, who died of the great
plague in the year 665. Another S. Ronan was brother of S, Carnech,
who died in 530. Another S. Ronan was a monk, who having learned
abroad the right time for celebrating Easter, endeavoured to force S.
Finan, the successor of S. Aidar in the see of Lindisfarne, to give up the
Keltic rite for the Roman one. Ronan, says Bede IIL,, c. 28, *nequaquam
Finanum emendare potuit; quia potius, quod esset homo ferocis animi,
acerbiorem castigando et apertum veritatis adversarium reddidit,” It is
not easy at first sight to determine whether by the ‘* man of ferocious or
rough mind ” Bede meant Finan or Ronan ; but the phrase *‘castigando,”
used by him to denote Ronan’s mode of arguing, a mode very unbecoming
towards a bishop, inclines one to think that he alluded to Ronan, who
appears to have been a bitter (acerrimus) disputant. Colgan saysthat this
S. Ronan was venerated in Brittany, and he has printed the Acts of the
Brittany saint on Jan. 8th, the day on which the Ronan mentioned by
Bede is venerated. But he made a mistake, the two saints are quite
distinct. Authority :—The life of S. Ronan in the Quimper Breviary.
In France S. Ronan is called S. Renan.]

S. RownaN, an Irish bishop, left his native island at the
end of the sth century, and came to Leon in Brittany,
where he retired into a hermitage in the forest of Nevet.
He received Grallo, king of Brittany, in his little cell on
many occasions, as the king loved to spend long hours
with him, hearing him speak and asking him questions.
The story told in the Quimper Breviary is that the wife of
the king, whose name was Queban, one day put her little
daughter, azed five, in a box with bread and milk, whilst
she devoted her time to more agreeable pursuits than
looking after the children. But the little girl got a crust
down her throat and choked. The queen, in a great
fright, shut up the box and rushed screaming about in
quest of her child, who, she pretended, had strayed. She
found her way to the hermits’ cell, where her husband was
conversing on theology with the Irish saint. The woman

"2
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at once began to storm at the hermit for detaining the king
so long from home. “But for you!” exclaimed she, with
truly feminine rapidity of arriving at a conclusion, “my
daughter would not have been lost.”

“Fie, bold woman,” said S. Ronan; “tell no more
falsehoods,-the child is in a box with a bowl of milk and
some bread at home.” And he rose up, and followed by
the king and the queen, sought the palace, where he found
the damsel, in the box, as he had said. Then Queban was
stoned with stones till she died, and Ronan, casting him-
self on his knees, restored the dead girl to life.

S. WISTAN, K.M.

(a.>. 749.)

[Anglican Martyrologies. Authorities :—William of Malmesbury in
his History and in his Gesta Pontificum. Also a legend given by Cap-

grave.]

WitLaF, king of Mercia, had a son named Wimund,
who had married Elfleda, daughter of Ceolwulf. Wimund
died of dysentery before his father, and left a son, Wistan,
who was still a child when his grandfather Witlaf died.
Bertulf, the brother of Witlaf, at once seized on the throne,
but it was necessary to put Wistan, the rightful heir, out of
the way. Bithfar, the son of Bertulf, accordingly having
gone in quest of the boy, asked him for a kiss, and whilst
the child was kissing him, he struck him on the head with
the haft of his dagger, and a follower ran him through with
his sword. The body, it is pretended, was discovered by a
column of lightstanding over it, and it was removed to Repton
and afterwards to- Evesham. The place of the murder
was afterwards called Wistanstow.
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S. CUNO, ABP. M.
(A.D. 1066.)

[Treves Martyrology. Greven in his additions to Usuardus, Molanus,
Canisius, Saussaye, &c. Authority :—His life by Dietrich, Monk of Tholey,
a contemporary. ]

ArcHBISHOP ANNO of Cologne! was one of the most
ambitious men of his day. He carried off the youthful
Emperor Henry IV. from Kaiserswerth, by stratagem, to
obtain complete control over him ; and for a long time he

. ruled the empire in his name, and heaped to himself abbeys

and lands, and bestowed benefices on his relations. On
the vacancy of the see of Treves, he appointed to it, with
the emperor’s consent, his nephew Cuno, or Conrad, Arch-
deacon of Cologne, in high-handed defiance of the rights
of the chapter and people of Treves to choosz their own
prince-bishop. The clergy and people of Treves rose to
oppose the intrusion. Anno sent Cuno under the charge
of the Bishop of Spires, and a goodly retinue, to -take
possession of the see, but Cuno was waylaid at Bideburg
by the Vogt, or protector of the see, Count Dietrich, who
dispersed the troop, plundered the treasure of the arch-
bishop, and took him prisoner. The Bishop of Spires, who
had taken refuge behind the altar of the church, was
drawn forth, cudgelled, and obliged to escape half-naked,
on an old horse. The archbishop was thrown into chains,
treated with savage barbarity, and finally thrown down a
rock, and stabbed to death, as he was found to be still
breathing. Cuno seems to have been a pious, well-meaning
man, and was the victim of the unscrupulous and ambitious
schemes of his uncle. His body was removed to Tholey.
His murderers remained unpuunished.

1See Dec. 4th, S, Anno.

Lives of the Sants. - {Jue s,
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PENTECOST.
Descent of the Holy Ghost.

[June.
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June 2] SS. Pothinus & Others. 7

June 2.

§S. PoTHiNvus, B., AND Comp, MAM. at Lyons, A.D. 177.

SS. MARCELLINUS, P., PETER, £Lxorcist, ANp Comp., MM. at
Rome, circ. A.D. 304.

S. ErasMus, B.M. at Gaeta, cire. A.D. 304

S. Evcentus L., Poge of Rome, A.D. 657.

S. ApaLcisL, C. in Picardy, 7th cent.

S. STEPHEN, B.M. at Norrtelge, in Sweden, gth cent.

S. Nicoras THE PiLGRIM, C. at Trani, A.D. 1096.

SS. FORTY-NINE MARTYRS, at Sandomir, in Poland, A.p. 1260,

SS. POTHINUS AND OTHERS, MM.

(a.D. 177.)

[Almost all Martyrologies. Authority :—The letter written by the
Churches of Vienne and Lyons to their brethren in Asia and Phrygia,
giving an account of their sufferings, preserved, though not in its
entirety, by Eusebius, in his Ecclesiastical History.]
|E have, in the letter of the Churches of Vienne
ld and Lyons describing their sufferings under
§ the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, one of the most

smkind, touching records of primitive Christian times.
In the year 177, S. Pothinus was Bishop of Lyons, and
S. Irenzus, who had been sent thither by S. Polycarp
out of Asia,—according to a tradition preserved by
Gregory of Tours,—was priest of that city.

“It is impossible,” say the authors of the letter, ‘for us
to give an exact account, nor will it be easy to conceive
the extent of our present calamities, the rage of the
pagans against the saints, and the sufferings of the holy
martyrs among us. For the adversary directs his whole
force against us, and lets us see already what we are to
expect when he is let loose, and is in the end of the
world allowed to attack the Church. He makes his
assaults boldly, and stirs up his agents against the servants




8 Lives of the Saints. - [ June 2,

of God. Their animosity runs so high, that we are not
only driven from private houses, from the baths and
public places, but even forbidden to show ourselves at
all. But the grace of God, which overmasters all the
powers of hell, hath rescued the weak from the danger,
and from the temptation of the fiery trial, and exposed
such only to the combat as are strong.”

At first the people attacked them in a tumultuous
manner, struck them, dragged them about the streets,
threw stones at them, plundered them. But afterwards
they proceeded more regularly. The tribune and the
magistrates of the town ordered them to appear in the
public place where they were examined before the popu-
lace, made a glorious confession of their faith, and then
were sent to prison, where they were to wait the arrival of
the governor. When the judge came to town, they were
carried before him, and used with so much cruelty, that
Vettius Epagathus, one of the number, fired with a holy
resentment at their treatment, desired to be heard on that
subject. “He was full of the love of God and his neigh-
bour; a man so virtuous, that, though young, he may
be said, like Zacharias, to have walked in all the com-
mandments blameless. He undertook the defence of the
injured brethren; and promised to show that the Christians
were guilty of no impious practices. But the crowd broke
into noisy and tumultuous opposition; and the governor,
determined not to grant him that reasonable request,
interrupted him, by asking whether he was a Christian.
Upon his boldly declaring his faith, he was ranked among
the martyrs, with the additional title of The Advocate
of the Christians ; which, indeed, was justly his due. And
now it was easy to distinguish between such as came
hither well prepared for the trial, and resolved to suffer
all extremities, and such as were not. The former finished
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their glorious course with the utmost alacrity; while the
latter started back at the near view of what was prepared
for them if they persevered, and quitted the field; this
was the case with ten persons. Their cowardice and
apostasy not only proved an inexpressible affliction to
us, but also cooled the zeal of several who were not yet
apprehended, and had employed their liberty in a constant
attendance on the martyrs, in spite of all the dangers
to which their charity might expose them. We were all
now in the utmost consternation, not from the fear of
torments, but apprehension of losing more of our number
in this way. But our late loss was abundantly repaired
by fresh supplies of generous martyrs, who were seized
every day, till our two Churches were deprived of all their
eminent men.

“ As the governor’s orders for letting none of us escape
were very strict, several pagans in the service of Christians
were taken with their masters. These slaves, fearing they
should be put to the same torments, which they saw the
saints endure, at the instigation of the devil and the
soldiers, accused us of feeding on human flesh, and several
other impious extravagances, which the principles of our
religion forbid us to mention, or even think of. These
calumnies excited the people to fury against us, so that
they literally foamed with rage. It is impossible to
describe the severity wherewith the ministers of Satan
treated the holy martyrs on this occasion, to force some
blasphemous expression from their mouths. The fury of
the governor, the soldiers, and the people, fell most heavily
upon Sanctus, a native of Vienne, and a deacon; also on
Maturus, who, though but lately baptized, was yet bold
and stout enough for the combat ; on Attalus, a native of
Pergamum, but who had ever been the pillar and stay of
our Church; and on Blandina, a slave, in whom Christ
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has shown us that those whom men despise, and whose
condition places them below the regard of the world, are
often raised to the highest honours by Almighty God on
account of their ardent love for Him. She was of so weak
a constitution, that we were all alarmed for her, and her
mistress, one of the martyrs, was full of apprehension lest
she should not have the courage and resolution to make
an open confession of her faith. But Blandina was so
mightily assisted and strengthened, that she bore all the
torments her executioners, who relieved each other, could
ply her with from break of day till night; they owned
themselves conquered, protested they had no more tortures
in reserve, and wondered how she could live after what
she had endured at their hands. The frequent repetition
of these words, “I am a Christian, no wickedness is
transacted among us :” took off the edge of her pains, and
made her appear insensible to all she suffered.

“The deacon Sanctus, too, endured most exquisite tor-
ments, with more than human patience. The heathens
indeed hoped these severities would at last force some
unbecoming expressions from him ; but he bore up with
such resolution that he would not so much as tell them his
name, his country, or station in the world ; and to every
question they put to him, answered in Latin, “I am a
Christian :” nor could they get any other answer from
him. The governor, and the persons employed in tor-
menting the martyrs, were highly incensed at this ; and,
having already tried all other arts of cruelty, they applied
hot plates of brass to the tenderest parts of his body : but,
supported by the powerful grace of God, he still persisted
in the profession of his faith. His body was so covered
with wounds and bruises, that it was shapeless. Christ,
who suffered in him, made him a glorious instrument for
conquering the adversary, and a standing proof to others,
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that there is no ground for fear where the love of the
Father dwells. Some days after, the martyr was brought
on the stage again, for the pagans imagined, that as his
whole body being so sore and inflamed, and he could not
bear to be touched, it would now be an easy matter to
overcome him by a repetition of the same cruelties ; or, at
least, that he must expire under their hands, and thus
strike a horror into the other Christians. But they
succeeded in neither of these objects; for, to the amaze-
ment of all, his body under the latter torments recovered
its former strength and shape, and the perfect use of all his
limbs was restored : so that by this miracle of the grace of
Jesus Christ, what was designed as an additional pain,
proved an absolute and effectual cure. The devil thought
himself secure of Biblis, one of the unhappy persons who
had renounced the faith; and desirous to enhance her
guilt and punishment by a false impeachment, caused her
to be arraigned, believing it would be no hard matter to
bring one so weak and timorous to accuse us of impieties.
But the force of the torments had a very different effect
upon her; they awakened her, as it were, out of a pro-
found sleep ; and those transitory pains turned her
thoughts upon the everlasting torments of hell. So that,
contrary to what was expected of her, she broke out into
the expostulation, “How can it be imagined that they
should feed upon children, whose religion forbids them
even to taste the blood of beasts?”? From that moment
she publicly confessed herself a Christian, and was ranked
amongst the martyrs. The most virulent torments being
thus rendered ineffectual by the patience of the martyrs,
and the power of Jesus Christ, the devil had recourse to
other devices. They were thrown into a dark and loath-

1 These Christians still observed the law of abstalnlng from eating blood,
enacted by the Apostles, Acts xv. 20,
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some dungeon, had their feet cramped in wooden stocks,
and extended to the fifth or last hole. The cruelties
exercised were so great, that numbers died of the hard-
ships they endured there. Others, after having been so
inhumanly tortured, that one would have thought all the
care imaginable could not have recovered them, lay there
destitute of all human succour ; but so strongly supported
from above, both in mind and body, that they comforted
and encouraged the rest: whilst others but lately appre-
hended, and who had as yet undergone no torments, soon
died, unable to bear the loathsomeness of the prison.

“ Among the persons who suffered for their faith on this
occasion was the blessed Pothinus, Bishop of Lyons. He
was then above ninety years old ; and so weak and infirm
that he could hardly breathe. But his ardent desire of
laying down his life for Jesus Christ, gave him fresh
strength and vigour. He was dragged before the tribunal ;
for, though his body was worn out with age and infirmity,
his life was preserved till that time, that Jesus Christ
might triumph in him. He was brought thither by the
soldiers and magistrates, the whole multitude hooting and
reviling him. On being asked by the governor, who was
the God of the Christians, Pothinus told him, to prevent
his blaspheming, he should know when he was worthy of
having an answer. Upon which he was dragged about
unmercifully, and inhumanly abused. Those who were
near him, kicked and struck him without any regard to his
venerable age; and those who were at some distance,
pelted him with what first came to hand. He was scarce
alive when he was thrown into prison, where he expired
after two days’ confinement.

“Those who had denied their faith when first taken, were
also imprisoned, and shared the same sufferings with the
martyrs, for their apostasy at that time did them no service.
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They were distinguished from the others by their very
looks : when the martyrs appeared,-it was easy to dis-
cover cheerfulness and majesty blended in their faces :
their very chains appeared graceful, and seemed more
like the ornaments of a bride than the marks of male-
factors. But those who had basely deserted the cause
of Christ, appeared gloomy and downcast. The very
pagans reproached them with faint-heartedness for re-
nouncing their principles. This sight had a happy in-
fluence on several, strengthened them in their profession,
and defeated all the attempts the devil could make on
their constancy. After this, a great variety of torments was
tried on the martyrs ; and thus they offered to the eternal
Father a sort of chaplet, or crown, composed of every kind
of flowers of different colours; for it was fit that these
courageous champions, who gained such glorious victories
in so great variety of engagements, should receive the
crown of immortality. A day was set when the public
was to be entertained at the expense of their lives, and
Maturus, Sanctus, Blandina, and Attalus were brought out
to be thrown to the beasts for the diversion of the
heathens. Maturus and Sanctus being conducted into the
amphitheatre, were made to pass through the same tor-
ments, as if they had not before felt the force of them,
and looked like champions, who had worsted the adversary
several times, and were just entering on the last trial of
their courage. Again they felt the scourges, and were
dragged about by the beasts as before; and, in short, they
suffered every torment the incensed multitude were
pleased to call for. Presently all joined in asking that the
martyrs should be put into the red-hot iron chair. This
was granted ; and the noisome smell of their roasted flesh
did not in any way abate their rage. They could extort
nothing more from Sanctus than his former confession ;
L]
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and he and Maturus, after a long struggle, had their
throats cut ; and thus their victory was the only entertain-
ment that day. s

“Blandina was fastened to a post to be devoured by
beasts; her arms were stretched out in the ardour of
prayer. After she had remained thus exposed for some
time, and none of the beasts could be provoked to touch
her, she was untied, carried back to prison, and reserved
for another combat. Accordingly, though she was a poor,
weak, common slave, yet, by putting on Christ, she over-
came all the skill and malice of her enemy, and by a
glorious conflict, attained to the crown of immortality.

“ Attalus was called for next, and the people were loud in
their demands to see him suffer. He was led round the
amphitheatre, and the inscription in Latin was carried
before him : “ Zhis is Attalus, the Christian.” The whole
assembly was ready to discharge its rage on the martyr,
when the governor, understanding he was a Roman citizen,
remanded him to prison, and wrote to the Emperor to
know his pleasure concerning him and ‘the rest of the
prisoners. During their reprieve, they gave extraordinary
proofs of charity and humility. Notwithstanding such a
variety of sufferings for the faith, they would by no means
allow us to call them martyrs ; and severely reprimanded
any of us, who in writing or speaking, gave them that title ;
which, according to their humble way of reasoning, was
due only to Jesus Christ, the faithful and true martyr, or
witness—the first-born of the dead, and the guide to
eternal life ; or, at most, could only be extended to such
as were freed from the prison of the body. They then be-
sought the brethren, with tears, to offer up -assiduous pray-
ers that they might be enabled to persevere to the end.
But, though they refused the title of martyr, yet every action

of theirs was expressive of the power of martyrdom; particu-
L]
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larly their meekness, their patience, and the intrepid
freedom with which they spoke to the heathens, and
which showed them to be void of fear, and ready to suffer
anything it was in the power of their enemies to inflict.
But their chief concern, on the motive of sincere charity,
was how to rescue those unhappy persons who bad
apostatised. Far from insulting over the lapsed, they
freely administered to their spiritual wants, out of their
abundance ; expressing the tenderness of a mother for
them, and shedding floods of tears before their heavenly
Father for their salvation. Thus they asked for life, and it
was granted them. For their endeavours were so success-
ful, that the Church had the joy of seeing several of her
children recover new life, ready to make a generous
confession of the sacred name they had renounced, and
even offer themselves to the trial.

““Among the martyrs, there was one Alcibiades, who had
been long used to a very austere life, and to live entirely
on bread and water. He seemed resolved to continue
this practice during his confinement ; but Attalus, after his
first combat in the amphitheatre, understood by a revelation,
that Alcibiades gave occasion of offence to others, by
seeming to favour the new sect of the Montanists, who
endeavoured to recommend themselves by their extra-
ordinary austerities.  Alcibiades listened to the admo-
nition, and from that time he ate of everything with
thanksgiving to God. In the meantime the Emperor’s
answer arrived, directing the execution of all who per
sisted in their confession, and discharging those who had
recanted. The governor took the opportunity of a public
festival among the pagans, which drew vast crowds from
all parts; and ordered the martyrs to be brought before
him with a design of entertaining the people with the
sight of their sufferings. After a re-examination of them,
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finding them resolute, he sentenced such of them as were
Roman citizens to lose their heads, and ordered the rest

" to be thrown to wild beasts. And now the glory of Jesus

Christ was magnified in the unexpected confession of such
as had before denied their faith. Those weak persons
were examined apart, with a view of giving them their
liberty ; but, upon their declaring themselves Christians,
they were sentenced to suffer with the other martyrs.
Some indeed still continued in their apostasy ; but then
they were only such as never had the least trace of true
faith, and who, by their way of living, had cast a scandal on
the religion they professed, and who may justly be styled
sons of perdition.

“ Alexander, a Phrygian by birth, and physician by pro
fession, was present, when the apostates were brought this
second time before the governor. He had lived many
years in Gaul, and was remarkable for his love of God, and
his freedom in publishing the Gospel ; for he was full of
an apostolical spirit. This man being near the tribunal at
that critical moment, made signs with his eyes and head,
to exhort them to confess Jesus Christ, with much agi-
tation, so that it was impossible it should pass unobserved.
The heathens exasperated to see those confess who had
recanted, clamoured against Alexander as the author of
this change. Upon which the governor turning himself
towards him, asked him who and what he was. Alexander
answered, he was a Christian; this so enraged the governor,
that without any further enquiry, he condemned him to be
thrown to the wild beasts. Accordingly, the next day, he
was conducted into the arena with Attalus, whom the
governor, to oblige the people, had delivered up the
second time to the same punishment. Having undergone
all the various torments usually inflicted in the amphitheatre,
they were despatched with the sword. Alexander was not
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heard to sigh or make the least complaint, conversing only
with God in his heart. When Attalus was placed in the
iron chair, and the broiling of his body exhaled an offen-
sive smell, he turned to the people, and said to them, in
Latin, “ This may, with some justice, be called devouring
men, and thus you are guilty of that inhuman act; but we
are neither guilty of this, nor of any other abominable
practice of which we are accused.” Being asked what
was the name of his God, he replied, “God has not a
name like us mortals.”

“On the last day of the combats of the gladiators,
Blandina, and Ponticus, a lad not above fifteen years old,
were brought into the amphitheatre. They had been
obliged to attend the execution of the martyrs every day,
and were now urged to swear by the idols. Upon their
absolutely refusing to comply with this demand, the people
gave vent to their rage ; and without regard either to the
youth of Ponticus, or to the sex of Blandina, employed all
sorts of torments upon them, in vain, to make them swear by
the idols. Ponticus, encouraged by his companion, passed
cheerfully through all the stages of his martyrdom, and died
gloriously. Blandina was the last that suffered. She had
acted like a mother, animating the other martyrs as if
they were her children ; and now, passing through the same
trials, she joyously hastened after them. She was scourged,
torn by beasts, put into the burning chair; afterward
wrapped in a net, and exposed to a wild bull, that tossed
and gored her for a long time. Finally she had her throat
cut. The heathens themselves could not but wonder at
her patience and courage, and own, that among them,
no woman had ever been known to endure such sufferings
with so great constancy.

“Not content with the death of the martyrs, the savage
people raged against their dead bodies. Those who

VOL. VI 2
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had died in prison were thrown to the dogs, and a
strict guard was kept, day and night, to prevent our
carrying them off. The remains of the other martyrs, such
as the beasts or the fire had spared, their scattered half-
burnt limbs, the heads and trunks, were carefully laid
together, and watched by the soldiers several days. Some
foamed and gnashed their teeth at the sight of these relics,
expressing their eager desire to inflict more exquisite
torments upon them ; while others laughed and scoffed
at the martyrs, extolling their own idols, ascribing to them
the punishment of their enemies. Even those who had
behaved themselves with most moderation, and felt some
compassion for their sufferings, could not forbear reproach-
ing them now, by asking, Where is their God? What hath
this religion availed them, which they have preferred to life
itself 7 These were the dispositions of the heathens on
this occasion, while we were most sensibly afflicted that we
could not bury our brethren. The soldiers were always on
the guard, not to be gained by entreaty or money, and
took care to keep the bodies unburied. The martyrs’
bodies lay thus exposed six days, and then were burnt to
ashes, and thrown into the Rhone, that no part of them
might remain above ground. This they did, as if they had
been superior to God, and could thereby have prevented
the resurrection, the hope of which, as they observed, had
animated the martyrs. Let us now see, said the heathens,
if they will ever return again to life, and whether their God
can save them, and deliver them out of our hands.”

The dungeons in which S. Pothinus, S. Blandina, and
the other blessed martyrs were immured, are shown
beneath the venerable church of the Abbey of Ainay, at
Lyons. They are gloomy cells without light or air, below
the bed of the river. The apertures by which they are
entered are so low that the visitor is obliged to creep into

A
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them upon hands and knees. They adjoin a crypt which
was used as a chapel until the Revolution. Traces of
Roman work are there distinctly seen, and the walls are
covered with modern frescoes of the martyrs, and the floor
laid with fresh mosaics. It has been restored to use.

SS. MARCELLINUS, P., AND COMP., MM.
(ABOUT A.D 304.)

[Roman and most other Latin Martyrologies. Authority :—The
ancient Acts, written after the time of Pope Dimasus (d. 384), whose
epitaph on the martyrs is quoted. Damasus is said, when a boy, to have
heard the account of the martyrdom from the man who executed them.
This man’s name was ‘Dorotheus, and on his conversion in his old age, he
was baptized by Pope Julius I. (d. 352.) The Acts are no doubt founded
on the popular remembrance of what this man related. Some of the
incidents are evident exaggerations, but they occur in that part of the
story with the facts of which Dorotheus was not personally acquainted.

The conversations are, of course, embellishments by the writer of the
Acts.] !

S. MARCELLINUS was a priest, and Peter an exorcist at
Rome, who were imprisoned by order of Serenus, the
magistrate. In prison Peter converted his jailor Arthemius,
his wife, and daughter Paulina, and they were baptized by
S. Marcellinus. Serenus ordered the jailor, his wife, and
daughter, to be crushed to death. Marcellinus and Peter.
were sent with executioners into a solitary place that they
might die and be buried without witnesses. Marcellinus
and the exorcist were bidden first clear of brambles and
nettles the ground where they were to be laid. This
they cheerfully did, and then their heads were struck off.
Their place of sepulture was however divulged, probably
by Dorotheus, the executioner, who afterwards became a
Christian, and the bodies were removed to the Catacomb
of S. Tiburtius, on the Via Lavicana.

The relics were afterwards removed to Germany, to the
monastery of Seligenstadt.

o)
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S. ERASMUS, B. M.
(ABOUT A.D. 304.)

[Hrabanus, Ado, Notker, Usuardus, Roman Martyrology. The Acts
are not trustworthy.]

UNFORTUNATELY we have no authority in the smallest
degree trustworthy for the legend of this very popular saint,
and curiously enough, the apocryphal acts do not attribute
to him that manner of death which popular art has de-
lighted in representing, and which has given to this saint
his distinguishing symbol.

The Acts say that he was a bishop who, on the breaking
out of persecution, retired to Mount Lebanon, where he
lived in a cave, and was fed by a raven which brought him
daily a loaf of bread.

He was arrested by order of Diocletian, and was sub-
jected to various tortures ; he was beaten, and then plunged
in boiling pitch. Not being injured, he was re-conducted
to prison, and in the night was transported by an angel to
Italy, and deposited near Lake Lucrino. There he was
again arrested, and again tormented. A red-hot coat of
mail was cast over his naked body, and he was seated in a
red-hot chair of iron. Next he was cast into a cauldron of
boiling oil, and issued from it unharmed. He was then
conducted to Gaeta, where, raising his hands to heaven, he
expired peacefully. Such is the story in the Acts, and it is
impossible to doubt that it is made up of the Acts of two
different saints of the same name, one in Syria, the other
in Campana. But in popular belief S. Erasmus died by
having his bowels unwound and coiled upon a windlass.
Thus he is represented in painted wood sculpture at Leffe,
near Dinant on the Meuse, where a relic of him is pre-
served. Two executioners are busy turning a windlass,
and S. Erasmus stands, naked, bound to a tree, and his
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bowels are being wound off through his gashed stomach.
On the strength of this popular belief, the saint goes in the
North of France and in the Walloon country, by the name
of S. dAgrapard) Crapard. Under the name of S. Crapard
he is invoked at L'Huys, near Braine-sur-Vesle, against
colics. He is invoked at Leffe and Namur against the
same disorder. M. Cabhier, S. J., in his ¢ Characteristiques
des Saints,” suggests that S. Erasmus, who is regarded at
Naples as the patron of sailors, with his name corrupted
into Z/mo,> may have been given a ship’s capstan as his
symbol, and the rope coiled round it may have been mis-
taken for bowels.

SS. MARTYRS OF SANDOMIR.
(A.D. 1260.)

[Dominican Martyrologies. Commemorated at Sandomir by order of
Alexander IV. Pius VII., authorised the commemoration of them throngh-
out the Dominican Order.]

In the 13th century, there was a Dominican Convent
at Sandomir in Poland.

On the night of the 2nd June, 1260, after Matins, one
of the novices read the Martyrology for the day, and
amongst those to be commemorated, read out ¢ The forty-
nine Martyrs of Sandomir.” All the brethren were amazed,
and accepting it as a sign, prepared for death. That day
the Tartars broke into the Convent and massacred forty-
nine of the friars.

! That is, S. Windlass.

3 Elsewhere he is-called S. Yreaume. S. Peter Gonzales, and S. Anseim of
Lucca, are also supposed to be’contracted into S. Elmo.
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S. Cxcivivs, P, at Carthage, 3rd cent.!

SS. PEREGRINUS AND LAURENCE, MM. at Arezze in Tuscany, cire,
A.D. 350.

SS. LuciLiian, Craupivs, HypaTius, aNo CoMp., MM, at Byzantium,
circ. A.D. 273.

S. CLoTHILDA, Q. at Paris, cire. a.D. §40.

S. LteraRrp, 4b. of Meung, near Orleans, ¢irc. A.p. 550,

S. Co:MGEN OR Kxvin, 4b. of Glendalough, A.p. 618.

S. Gengs, B, of Clermont, cire. a.p. 657,

S. Isaac, Mk. M. at Cordova, A.D. 851.

S. Oviva, 7. at Anagni.

S. MoraND, Mk, of Clugny, A.D. 1114.

B. Joux GRrRaNDE, C. at Xeres, a.p. 1600.

SS. PEREGRINUS AND LAURENCE, MM.
(ABOUT A.D. 250.)

{Roman Martyrology, Usuardus, Notker, Hrabauus, &c. Authority:
—The ancient Acts, but certainly not of a date near the time of the
martyrdom. They contain some inaccuracies, as when they say that the
Roman governor rent his clothes on hearing the saints speak against
his gods. This was a sign of indignation among the Jews, but notamong
the Romans. Several additions which recur over and over again in the
less authentic Acts with wearisome iteration are to be found in these also,
and show that the original Acts have been tampered with and amplified. ]

SHFAINTS PEREGRINUS and LAURENCE
¥ were brothers. In the persecution of Decius
| they were brought before Tiburtius the governor,
Aomaf at Arretium, the modern Arezzo. After severely
reprimanding them, as they were of noble birth, the
governor dismissed them, strictly enjoining them, as they
valued their lives, not to labour to convert others to their
superstition, as he called the religion of Christ. As, how-
ever, they refused obedience, he ordered them to be
decapitated.

1 He converted S. Cyprian the great martyr and bishop. Nothing else is
known of him,

re
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S. CLOTHILDA, Q.
(ABOUT A.D. 540.)

[Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Authority :—Gregory of Tours,
in his Histery of the Franks, and Fredegar.]

GONDECAR, king of Burgundy, was killed in battle
against Attila, king of the Huns, and left four sons—
Gundebald, Chilperic, Gondemar, and Gondegisl. These
brothers divided Burgundy between them, but Chilperic
and Gondemar combined to expel their brothers from
Burgundy. But Gundebald raising an army defeated them,
burnt Gondemar in his castle, and killed Chilperic,
his wife and sons, leaving only the two daughters alive,
Sedelenda and Clothilda. Sedelenda entered a nunnery,
but Clothilda was brought up in the palace of Gundebald.

In the midst of a fierce people, at a time when war was
the constant occupation of princes, a gentle spirit must
needs flee for refuge to religion as a port of tranquillity.
Clothilda grew up full of piety and tenderness to sufferers.
About the year 492 she was married to Clovis, king of
the Franks, a heathen. Their first son was baptized, but
dying shortly after, the king attributed it to his baptism.
A second son was born, and she persuaded him to allow it
to be also baptized. He consented with hesitation, and
the child received the name of Clodomir at the sacred
font. Shortly after it fell ill, and the king was furious.
“This comes of your holy water!” he said. Clothilda
prayed fervently, and obtained the life of the child. After
this she had a daughter who received her name, and was
married to Amalaric, king of the Visigoths.

The gentle influence of Clothilda was daily softening the
prejudices of her husband, and breaking down the barriers
which prevented his conversion. But it was not to be in
the palace, but in the battle-field, that the warlike king
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would yield. The Franks and the Alemanni met in battle
at Tolbiac. The Franks were worsted, and were flying,
when Clovis thought of the God of Clothilda. Raising his
hand to heaven he renounced Thorr and Odin, and vowed
that if he gained the victory, he would be baptized and
become a Christian. The tide of battle turned; the Ale-
manni were routed, their king slain, and to preserve them-
selves from annihilation, hailed Clovis as their sovereign.

Clothilda, without loss of time, sent the glad tidings to
S. Remigius, bishop of Rheims. Clovis still hesitated, till
he could consult his people. The obsequious warriors
declared their readiness to be of the same religion as their
king. To impress the minds of the barbarians, the bap-
tismal ceremony was performed with the utmost pomp;
the church was hung with embroidered tapestry and white
curtains ; odours of incense like airs of Paradise were
diffused around, and the building blazed with countless
lights. When the new Constantine knelt in the font,
“Fierce Sicambrian,” said the bishop, “gently bow thy
neck: burn what thou hast adored, and adore what thou
hast burned.”

Three thousand Franks followed the example of Clovis.
During one of the subsequeht religious instructions, the
bishop dwelt on the events of the Passion. ‘“Hah!”
exclaimed Clovis, “had I and my faithful Franks been
there, the Jews had not dared to do it.”

At that time Clovis the Frank was the only orthodox
sovereign in Christendom. The Emperor Anastasius lay
at least under the suspicion of favouring the Eutychian
heresy. The Ostrogoth Theodoric in Italy, the Visigoth
and Burgundian kings in France, the Suevian in Spain, the
Vandal in Africa, were Arians. The sincerity of Clovis
in his conversion, has been controverted, and it has been
thought that there was in it something of political calcu-
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BAPTISM OF CLOVIS.
After a Painting by D. F. Laugee.

[June 3.

June, p. 24.]
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lation. But in looking closely, the hypothesis fails, a great
struggle is discoverable in this barbarian, held back by his
pagan superstitions, but attracted by Christian light and
civilization. The gods, from whom he believes himself to
be lineally descended, awe him, and he attributes to their
anger the death of his first-born. He hesitates to abandon
them for this new God, “this unarmed God, who is not of
the race of Thorr and Odin,” as he said. He also dreaded
his people, and he desired their consent. Nevertheless,
the hopes of subjugating all Gaul held out to him as the
price of his abjuration, touched him, and the peril of
Tolbiac decided him. Yet we must not forget the long
used influence of his gentle wife, and the theological dis-
cussions he held, of which if Gregory of Tours alters the
expressions, he at all events proves the existence. One
must remember the testimony of Nicetius of Treves, when,
in addressing the grand-daughter of Clovis, he wrote to
her, “You have learnt from your ancestress Clothilda, of
happy memory, how she drew to the faith her lordly hus-
band, and how that he, a man of keen thought, would not
yield till he was convinced of the truth.” Clovis now
turned his arms against Alaric, king of the Arian Visigoths,
who occupied a large portion of the south of Gaul. The
war assumed a religious character, and when Clovis sent
to the tomb of S. Martin at Tours, to ask for some omen
of victory, the messengers entered the minster as the
monks were singing “Thou hast girded me with strength
unto the battle; thou shalt throw down mine enemies
under me” (Ps. xviii. 39). A marvellous hind shows the
Franks the ford across the river; and when Clovis is
encamped before Poitiers, a flaming meteor hangs above
the royal pavilion. Later, the invasion of Burgundy is
coloured with the same religious motives. ~Clovis fights to
extend at once the kingdom of Christ and of himself.

Lo\
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Before the war broke out, a synod of orthodox Bur-
gundian bishops met at Lyons, with S. Avitus of Vienne at
their head. They visited King Gundebald, and proposed a
conference with the Arian bishops. The king shrewdly
replied, “If yours be the true doctrine, why do you not
prevent the king of the Franks from waging an unjust war,
and from caballing with my enemies against me? There
is no Christian faith where there is_rapacious covetousness
for the possessions of others, and thirst for blood. Let
him show forth his faith by his works.” S. Avitus skilfully
evaded this question, and significantly replied that he was
ignorant of the motives of Clovis. “But this I know, that
God overthrows the thrones of those who are disobedient
to His law.” 2

Clothilda is said to have stimulated Clovis into engaging
in this war, whether to advance the Gospel or to avenge
the death of her parents and brothers, is not as manifest as
we might desire.

On the death of Clovis, in 514, the kingdom was divided
between his sons. Clodomir became king of Orleans,
Childebert king of Paris, Clothair of Soissons, and Thierry
of Austrasia, having his capital at Metz. Clothilda retired
to Tours, where she spent her days in devotion; she still,
however, maintained an influence and interest in public
affairs, and stirred up her sons to make war on Sigismund,
king of Burgundy. “My dearest ones !” said the queen,
“I grieve not that I have brought you up, and now, I

1 Collatio Episcop. apud D’Archery, Spicileg lii., p. 304. It is a sad blot on the
memory of S. Avitus that he, with fulsome flattery, excused the butchery of his
brothers by Gundebald. He wrote:—* You weep with inexpressible grief at the
death of your brothers,”” He had burnt onc, cut the throat of another, killed his
two nephews, and thrown his mother down a well with a stone round her neek.
“Your sympathising people are afflicted at your sadness. But by the secret
counsels of God, this sorrow will he turned into joy; for no doubt this diminution
in the number of its princes was ordained for the welfare of the kingdom, those
alone were allowed by God to live who are needed for the administration of the
kingdom,” Alc. Aviti Epist., ap. Sirmond, Oper. il.
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beseech you, avenge my wrong, the murder of my father
and mother |” Sigismund, king of Burgundy, was the son
of Gundebald, her uncle, who had wronged her. There
was no excuse now of advancing the true faith, for Sigis-
mund had renounced Arianism, and become a Catholic.
The expedition ended in the murder of Sigismund (see
May 1st), and of his wife and children ; and the Burgundian
king is honoured as a saint and martyr. Perhaps Gregory
of Tours was wrong in saying that their mother urged the
princes to this war of revenge. But if not, she was amply
punished by seeing them turn their arms against each other
in internecine strife. Clothilda died at Tours on June the
3rd, but the year of her death is not certain.

Her relics are preserved at Vivitres, where on this day a
famous pilgrimage and procession is made bearing them.
Also portions at Ceeuvres, Andelys, Joyenval, and Longpont
near Paris; as well as in the Church of S. Genevieve at
Paris.

S. KEVIN, AB.
(a.p. 618.)

[Irish Martyrologies. Authority :—A life abourding in marvels, some-
times of grotesque absurdity,! written very late, as is the case with all the
lives of Irish saints, However, the main ontlines of his story may be un-
ravelled from the tangle of traditions which compose his life. |

S. KeviN oR COEMGEN (the Fairbegotten) was of an
illustrious - family, in the country of the O’Tooles. His

! Once a man ran away from twelve men who songht his life, to seek the pro-
tection of S. Kevin. The celi-door was shut, so he cast himsell down outside.
The pursuers came up, and seeing the door shut sald,  Here is a log of wood, we
will slt on it and wait till our man comes out.”” Now by the virtue of S. Kevin to
their cyes the man they were pursuing appeared to be a log. So they sat In
solemn row on him, waiting, When' the saint opened thelr eyes, they were so
moved with compnnctlon that they all became monks. He is said to have put his
shirt outside his door for a cow to lick clean. The cow was unparalleled for the
abundance of mllk she gave after having cleansed the garment.
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father’s name was Coemlog, and his mother was of the
princely house of Dal-Messincorbh, and was called
Coemella. They were Christians, and Coemgen was bap-
tized as a child by the priest Cronan. At the age of seven
he was placed under the care of S. Petroc, a Briton, then
in Ireland. When twelve years old his parents consigned
him to the care of the three holy fathers—Eogan, Lechan,
and Enna—to be educated by them in their school, and
he remained with them diligently studying for three years.
After this he is said to have become the disciple of Beran,
a hermit, and then of a bishop, Lugid, who ordained him
priest. By the advice of this bishop he is said to have
founded a monastery for himself at a place called Cluain-
duach. Then, leaving some monks there, he repaired to
his own country, and formed his chief establishment at
Glendalough. At what time this monastery was founded
is not recorded, but it must have been before a.D. 549, if
it be true that he was abbot there when he went to pay a
visit to S. Kieran of Clonmacnois, where he did not arrive
till three days after the death of that saint.

Into his charge was committed the care of Foelan, the
infant son of Colman, a Leinster noble, or petty prince, to
protect it from the fury of the divorced wife of Colman,
who contrived the death of all his children. Coemgen fed
the child on the milk of a doe which came from the forest
to the door of his cell. A raven was wont, after the doe
had been milked, to perch on the bowl, and sometimes
upset it.  “Bad luck to thee,” exclaimed the saint ; “when
I am dead, there will be a famous wake, but no scraps for
thee and thy clan. Whilst all the mourners are making
merry below, thou wilt be croaking round the mountain.
top supperless, for not a bite shalt thou have,” When very
old, the saint moved further up the valley among the
woods to be more alone, and lived in complete solitude,
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save for the birds which fluttered singing around him, and
perched on his shoulders.

When far advanced in years he meditated a long pil-
grimage, but was dissuaded by Carbhan, a hermit, who said
drily, “Birds do not hatch eggs whilst on the wing.”
Coemgen took the hint, and remained at Glendalough
perfecting his institutions, and extending them into dif-
ferent places. When he felt his end approach, he received
the holy Viaticum from S. Mochnorog, a Briton, who had a
cell to the east of Glendalough, and died June 3rd, 618,

y A
| : g
I! 2 T o W (A TR A
\ @ 4 . | H
Y/ f NS ’\
\y ¢ 7 ! \ ""u ‘ ) j

—

A Semi-choir of Friars,




Ly

30 Lives of the Sants. - [June 4

June 4.,

CLATEUS, B.M. at Brescia, 15t cent,

QuiriNuUS, M. at Tivoli.

QUIRINUS, B.M, of Sissek in Croatia, A.D. 304.
METROPHANES, Patr. of Constantinople, circ. A.D. 32%
OrTATUS, B. of Milevis in Numidia, circ, A.D. 380.
ALON1US, Ab. in Egypt, circ. A.D. 400.

PETROCK, Ab. C. at Bodmin in Cornwall, circ. A.D. 600,
BREACHA, V. in Cornwall, about stk or 6th cent.
BurIaAN, V. in Cornwall.

SATURNINA, V.M. at Arras.

NENNOCHA, Aéss. in Brxttan\y 8¢k cent.

S. WALTER, Ab. at Serviliano.

S. Francis CARAcCIOLO, C. af Agnone in the Abruzzi, A.D. 1608.

npnLLnLnnn.

S. QUIRINUS, B.M.
(a.D. 304.)

[Ancicnt Roman Martyrology, attributed to S. Jerome, Modern Roman
Martyrology ; also Usuardus and Notker. Authority :—The ancient Acts
which were seen by S, jerome, and by Prudentius who composed a hymn
on this saint, The Acts were apparently written in the reign of Con.
stantine, and were extracted from the Proconsular records. But they
have gone through some slight enlargement, One manifest interpolation
parrates the translation of the body to Milan in the time of Innocent II.
{1130- 43), but this is not to be found in all copies.]

RGQUIRINUS, of Blessed Memory, was Bishop
of Sissek, now a small town, on the Save in
Croatia. He was sought by the governor

sl Maximus, and attempted to escape and hide
hlmself, but was captured, and brought before the governor.
Maximus asked him why he fled. He answered, “I
obeyed the words of my Lord who said, When they per-
secute you in one city, flee unto another.”

Maximus—“Who gave this command ?”

Quirinus—** Christ, who is very God.”

Maximus—*' Know you not the imperial orders would

A
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find you wherever you were? And He whom you call
God could not save you from falling into our hands nor
deliver you out of them now you are in them.”

Quirinus—*The God whom we adore is ever present
with us, to help in time of need. He was with me when I
was taken, He is with me now, and He speaks to you
through my mouth.”

Maximus—*You talk much, and delay the execution of
the orders. Read the divine edicts, and comply with what
they enjoin.” !

Quirinus—*1 pay no heed to these injunctions, because
they are impious, and contrary to the commands of God,
requiring us to sacrifice to imaginary divinities. The God
whom I serve is everywhere; He is in heaven and earth
and sea. He is above all things, containing everything in
Himself, and by Him and in Him all created things
subsist.”

Moximus—*+Old age has weakened your understanding,
and you are deluded with idle tales. Obey and throw a
little incense on the fire to the gods, and you will be re-
warded ; refuse, and expect torments and death.”

Quirinus—*“What you threaten me with I count as
great glory, and death will open to me eternal life. I will
offer no incense to demons, for I know well the altar of .
my God, on which I have often sacrificed oblations of
sweet savour.”

Maximus—*“Your craze is driving you to destruction.
Once for all—Will you sacrifice to the Gods?”

Quirinus—*“No. It is written ‘the gods of the heathen
are but devils.””

The governor then said, “You shall be beaten with
clubs, and if you persist in. your obstinacy, I shall send
you to Amantius, governor of Pannonia Prima, for a
capital sentence.”
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The old bishop was then severely beaten, but remained
firm. He was taken back to prison, and after three days
was sent to Amantius the governor, who was then at
Scarabantia (Odenburg near the Neusiedler See). He
ordered the bishop to be conducted to Sabaria, or Sarvar
on the Raab, whither he was proceeding. On reaching
Sarvar, Amantius ordered him to be brought before him in
the theatre, and having read the minutes of his examination
by Maximus, asked the bishop if he admitted that they
were correct. S. Quirinus replied that they were so, and
then Amantius asked him if he persisted in his refusal to
adore the gods. Quirinus answered, “I have confessed
the true God at Siscia, I have never adored any other,
Him I carry in my heart, and no man can ever tear me
from Him.”

Amantius endeavoured to overcome him by promises,
but finding him inflexible, ordered him to be cast into the
Raab, with a mill-stone round his neck. The stone, that
of a hand-quern, was then attached to him, and he was
plunged in the shallow stream of the Raab, and before he
sank and was swept away, he addressed a few words of
exhortation to the people who had crowded to see this
execution.!

The body was carried ashore a little below Sarvar. The
relics were afterwards transported to Rome, and in 1140

1 Alban Butler says that to the great astonishment of the spectators S, Quirinus
did not sink, but remained long above water, and it was only after a long prayer
addressed to Christ that he succeeded in overcoming the repugnance of the mille
stone to drag bim under water, The Acts only say, “ Jussit sancto Dei Sacerdoti
molam ad collum iigari et in fluvii Sibaris undas demergl. Cumgque de ponte
pracipitatus fuisset in fluvium [et diutissime supernataret] et cum spectantibas
locutus esset, ne suo terrentur exemplo, vix orans ut mergeretur obtinuit.”” The
portion in brackets scems to be an insertion of a copyist. The long prayer
given by Butler is from the hymn of Prudentius, and not in the Acts at all. Of
course therc may have been a miracie wrought, but the circumstance is quite
simple of explanation without. The Raab is notdeep at Sarvar, the scason was
sammer, and the mli-stone was 2vidently one of a hand-quern,
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were placed in the Church of S. Maria beyond Tiber.
Many other places claim to possess his relics, but un-
doubtedly they are the bones of other saints of the same
name. There are at least six saints of this name known
to have existed, and it is likely enough that a church
possessing the remains of one of these, whose history is
almost unknown, may have supposed them to have be-
longed to the famous Quirinus of Sissek.

S. METROPHANES, B.

(a.D. 325.)

[Greek, Arabo-Egy}:;tian, Syriac, Russian and Roman Martyrologies.
Authorities :—Photius, Biblioth, 471, Theodoret and Socrates.]

METROPHANES, bishop of Byzantium, lived to see strange
changes. The quiet little town which he ruled was being
transformed into the capital of the East, and became the
residence of the emperor. And persecution was at an
end ; the cross of Christ had displaced the Roman eagle.
When the Emperor Constantine convened the great coun-
cil of Nicea, Metrophanes was unable to attend, being
detained at Byzantium by old age and sickness—he was
over a hundred years of age; but his priest, Alexander,

himself seventy years old, was there, with a little secretary

of the name of Paul, not more than twelve years old, one
of the readers and collectors of the Byzantine Church. At
the conclusion of the council, if we may believe the
Eastern story preserved by Photius, before the bishops
finally left Nicea, Constantine announced that he had one
favour to beg. They granted it. It was that they would
return with him to Byzantium to see Metrophanes, the
aged bishop, whom he called his father, and to bless by
their presence the new city which he had founded. They
JOL. VI. 3
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came, and on the Sunday they met both the emperor and
the bishop of the future capital of the Eastern Church.
The emperor then adjured the aged prelate to name his
successor. Metrophanes replied with a smiling counte-
nance, that a week since it had been intimated to him in a
dream, how ten days from that time his end would come,
and he accordingly named Alexander of Byzantium his
successor, and the boy Paul to be the successor of Alex-
ander. Then turning to the Bishop of Alexandria, “You,
too, my brother,” he said, “shall have a good successor.”
And, taking the young deacon Athanasius by the hand,
“Behold,” said he, “the noble champion of Christ! Many
conflicts will he sustain in company not only with my suc-
cessor Alexander, but even with my next successor Paul.”

With these words he laid his pall on the altar for
Alexander to take, and in seven days, on June 4th, ex-
pired in his 117th year. Such, according to the Byzantine
tradition, was the inauguration of the next two great events
of Eastern ecclesiastical history, the foundation of the city
and patriarchate of Constantinople, and the consecration
of Athanasius to be the champion of the Faith against
the world.

S. OPTATUS, B. C.
(aBOUT A.D. 380.)

{Roman Martyrologies. Author ties :—His own writings, and mention
by S. Fuigentius and S. Augustine.]

S. OpraTus was an African, and was educated as an
idolater, but was converted to Christianity, and became
bishop of Milevis in Numidia. He is chiefly known by
his books against the Donatists, which is a principal source
of information concerning these schismatics in the early
portion of their history.

ne
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S. PETROCK, AB.
(6TH CENT.)

[York, not Sarum, and more Modern Anglican Martyrologies, also
Saussaye in his Gallican Martyrologies. Authority :—A life by John of
Tynemouth (cca. 1360), full of fable. ]

S. PETROCK is said to have been of royal blood, and

born in South Wales, but on the death of his father the:

king, despising worldly pomp, he went into Ireland, where
he spent twenty years,! studying. At the end of that time,
mounting a raft with some disciples, he came to Cornwall,
where he found, and conversed with S. Sampson, after-
wards Bishop of Dol. He spent thirty years at Padstow,
in a cell, living on scarcely any food, and rising at cock-
crow, he stood in the water reciting psalms till break of
day. Then he went a pilgrimage to Rome, and if we may
believe the life by John of Tynemouth, to Jerusalem; but
the story of his journey is for the most part mythical.?
On his return to Britain he kills a dragon, receives a gar-
ment which floats dewn to him out of the sky, cures a
woman who has been troubled with a huge reptile in her
stomach, from having drunk its egg in water, by giving her
a pill made of dust and water, and after many other mar-
vels dies.

His body was translated from Padstow (Petrockstowe) -

to Bodmin.

! This is confirmed by the life of S, Coemgen or Kevin, see p. 27.

? From Jerusalem, says the fegend, he went to india, and there as he stood by
the sea-shore, he saw a shining bowl come floating to him over the waves, large
enough to accommodate a man; so he entered it and was wafted to an island
where he spent seven years, and ail that time he fed on one fish which grew whole
as fast as he ate thereof. And at the end of the seven years an angel bade him
return. Then he re-ascended the shining bowl and floated back to India, and
there he found a wolf standing by his staff and sheepskin that he had left on the
shore seven years before. The wolf accompanied him tili he arrived in known
regions. All this Is an ancient Keltic myth translated into Christlan haglology.
See my article on the “ Fortnnate Isles”” in *“Curious Myths of the Middle Ages.”
The silver bowl Is the moon, and Petrock the man in it. The classic recader will
remember Helios in his golden bowl sailing to the island of Bcea.
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S. BREACHA, V.
(5TH OR 6TH CENT.)

[Anclently venerated on this day in the diocese of Ex=ter. Authority:
—The Ancient Exeter Martyrology of B. Grandison, quoted by Leland.]

THis saint is said, but it is more than questionable, to
have been a disciple of S. Patrick. She came to Cornwall
from Ireland, and lived a solitary life on the east bank of
the river Hayle.

S. NENNOCHA, V.
(8TH CENT.)

[Venerated in Brittany.! Authority :—The Acts preserved at Quimper,
which are, however, fabulous. They were written in the 13th cent. from
oral traditions, and are full of anachronisms, and the Bollandis's do not
publish them in their entirety. As specimens of the anachronisms we
may adduce these. S. Columba (d. 597) is said to have baptized S.
Nennocha—two hundred years before she was torn! Her mother,
Moneduc, is said to have been the daughter of Constantine, king of
Cornwall and Devon, who died A.D, §76,2and he is said to have been
descended from Julius Ceesar. And S.Germain of Auxerre (d. 448)is made
contemporary with S, Turian, B. of Dol, in the 8th cent., and is sent from
Ireland by S. Patrick (d. 465) to Britain. But the Acts, it is very evident,
are made ont of popular Breton ballads. In one place the writer translates
into metre the reply of Moneduc to her daughter.]

THE legend of S. Nennocha is pure fable, through which
one can scarce discern the outlines of history. According
to the legend there was a king in Wales named Breochan,
who with his wife Moneduc had fourteen sons, who all
deserted him that they might preach the Gospel. Breochan
then promised he would yield tithe of all his gold and
lands if God wou'd give him another child. In course of
time Moneduc brought forth a little girl, who was baptized
by the name of Nennocha-Guengustl, and was then given

! Invoked in 2 Breto.: Litany of the 1oth cent, * See March 11th, p. 214,
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to be fostered by Gurhentil, a kinsman of the king, and his
wife Guenargant. At the age of fourteen Nennocha re.
turned to her father’s house, and was sought in marriage
by a prince of Ireland. But S. Germain being then at her
father’s palace, he persuaded her to embrace the religious
life. Breochan sadly gave his consent. Then, the news
having spread abroad, a great multitude assembled to
accompany S. Nennocha in her renunciation of the world.
Among these were four bishops, a crowd of priests and
virgins. They all took ship tog.ther and sailed to Brittany,
and landed at Pullilfyn. The king of the country gave S.
Nennocha land at Ploermel, and there she founded a great
monastery where she resided till her death.

S. FRANCIS CARACCIOLO, P. C.
(a.D. 1608.)

[Roman Martyrology, beatified by Clement XIV., 1769, canonized by
Pius VII, in 1807. Authority :~A life by Augustine Cencelli.]

Ascanio CARrAccIOLO was born in 1563, at Villa Santa-
Maria, in the kingdom of Naples. At the age of twenty-
two he fell ill with a loathsome malady which was believed

to be leprosy, and then feeling the worthlessness of the

world’s pleasure, he resolved to devote himself wholly to
God. No sooner had he made this vow, than his health
improved, and the disorder left him. He went to Naples
to study theology, and was there ordained priest. In 1588,
John Augustine Adorno, a Genoese, had formed the design
of founding a new order, and he had communicated his
design to Fabricio Caracciolo, abbot of S. Maria Maggiore,
at Naples. They resolved to take into their confidence a
certain Ascanio Caracciolo, but not our saint, and wrote
him a letter informing him of their intentions, and inviting

P~ Y
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him to join them. The letter was by mistake delivered to
the subject of this memoir, and led to his becoming a
most enthusiastic member of the new congregation. The
rule of this institution was that the members should take
the three usual vows, and in addition, that,—as soon as it
numbered twelve brethren,—adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, and penance should become perpetual in it.
As soon as twelve had joined the society, Adorno and
Ascanio Caracciolo went to Rome to obtain the approval
of Pope Sixtus V., which was readily granted, and the
society was called the Congregation of Reogular Clerks
Minors. Adorno died in 1591, and Caracciolo, who had
taken the name of Francis, became the first general of the
order. He was a man of deep humility., As he was once
passing through Villa Santa-Maria, a fief of his family, the
people crowded around him, knelt and kissed his hands
and feet, and the hem of his garment.

S. Francis, full of shame, fell on his knees, plucked a
crucifix from his breast, and holding it above his head,
cried, ““ Do not notice me ; look, look at Him I”

He made three journeys to Spain to found and advance
the interests of houses of his Order there, and on his return
from one of them was shipwrecked.

He died at Agnone in the Abruzzi, whither he had gone
to make a new foundation. His sickness was very sudden
and unexpected by all save himself, to whom his friend
Adorno had appeared to bid him prepare for leaving this
world. As he lay in bed, he continued to murmur, “Lord
Jesus! how good Thou art! O Paradise, Paradise!”
After his death his body was taken to Naples, where it is
still religiously preserved.
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SS. Marcian, NicANDER, aND Comp, MM, in Egypt.
S. ILLipius, B. of Clermont, 4th cent.

S. DoroTHEUS, B.M. of Tyre, A.D. 362.}

SS. Justus aND CLEMENT, CC. at Polterra, §th cent.
S. Boniracs, M., Archb. of Mainz, A«D. 735,

B. MrINWERE, B, of Paderborn, A.n, 3036.

S. FIRDINAND, C. Infanta of Portugal, A.D. 1443,

SS. MARCIAN, NICANDER, AND COMP., MM,
(DATE UNCERTAIN.)

[The ancient Roman Martyrology called S. Jerome's, Usuardus, and
Ado. Modern Roman Martyrology. Greek Menzea and Menology, also
Arabo-Egyptian Martyrology. There is, however, much confusion as to
the day on which they are venerated, and as to the exact form of their
names. Authority :—The Greek Acts, which appear to be perfectly
genuine. ]

VA AINTS MARCIAN, Nicander, Apollonius,
] Leonidas, Arius, Gorius, Hyperechius, Sele-
niades, Irene, and Pambo, were the names
: of ten martyrs in Egypt, probably in the
persecutwn of Diocletian. They were placed in a sort
of walled pound, exposed to the full glare of the
sun, in the hot summer. Water was put within easy
reach, but they were told that if they drank, it would
be regarded as an abjuration of Christ. The ten martyrs
sang hymns till, parched with thirst, their voices grew
hoarse.  Although they suffered agonies of thirst, not

' There is another Dorotheus, Ab., mentioned by the Bollandls(s on this day.
He sought out some exceptionally aggravating penance, and rejecting a cage or a
pillar, hit upon making himseif director of a convent of three hundred nuns,
whom he consoled in their tronbles, and whose quarrels he allayed through a
window. Bat it is not certain that the resnlt was what he anticipated, and there
are douhts whether he is to be regarded as a saint.

"
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one of them would touch the water, but died in hope of
that heavenly Paradise where they might drink of the
Water of the River of Life.

S. DOROTHEUS, M., B. OF TYRE.
(a.D. 362.)

[Greek Menology, Russian Kalendar, and Roman Martyrology. Au-
thority :—Theophanes in his account of the Council of Nicza.)

Dorotreus, bishop of Tyre, suffered much in the
persecution of Diocletian. He was skilled in both Greek
and Latin ; and if he is the same Dorotheus as the priest of
Antioch, mentioned by Eusebius, he was learned also in
Hebrew.! He was present at the Council of Nicaa.
When Julian came to the throne he went to Odyssopolis,
in Sicily, whither he had retired before, in the persecution
of Diocletian. There he suffered much ill-usage and died,
at the advanced age of a hundred and seven. It is not
probable that he was put to death, for Julian was no
persecutor in a direct manner; and the oaly authentic
accounts of martyrdoms in his reign are those of Christian
soldiers in the army. But the sea-voyage, poverty, petty
annoyances, and perhaps popular tumult, may have pre-
cipitated his death, and in martyrologies he is invariably
enrolled as a martyr. And, indeed, his may be called a
martyrdom though he did not shed his blood for Christ.

! Euseblus says that Constantine made Dorotheus, priest of Antloch, his
procurator to the dye-works at Tyre. It is possible that this may have beena
different Dorotbeus; but it is not unlikely that it is the same one, and that from
being master of the dyeing, he was advanced to the bishopric of Tyre.
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S. BONIFACE, M.B. OF MAINZ

(a.p. 755.) y

[Roman Martyrology, and those of Bede, Usuardus, Hrabanus, Ado, &e.
Authorities :— His life by Willibald, his disciple, another by Othlo (1062),
mounk of Fulda, composed from that of Willibald, and the letters of the
saint, a'so an ancient life by a priest of Utrecht, a contemporary, also
another life, ancient, but of unknown origin; and lastly the writings of
S. Boniface himself.]

THE Church had need of Germany. For more than a
century Ifaly had been wearied with the theological
tyranny of the Greek emperors, and the rapacity of their ex-
archs. The East was fermenting with ecclesiastical rivalries,
heresies skinned over, soon to break out again, Arianism,
Eutychianism, Nestorianism, had been ostensibly aban-
doned, but all these heresies formed a leaven of anti-
Christian prejudice, soon to burst forth in the iconoclastic
persecution. In Italy it became daily more evident that
all germs of restoration and regeneration were extinct.
Nobility of heart to conceive, and energy of purpose to
execute any great work was no more to be looked for
in Italy. Italy was exhausted of everything save elements
of corruption and discord. The Franks had been con-
verted, but the state of the Church in Gaul was not hope-
ful; the barbarians had become Christians without re-
linguishing their barbarous morals and ferccious crimes.
Charles Martel, after his great conquest of the Saracens,
found it necessary to recompense his great nobles liberally,
and he had recourse to the crosiers and pastoral staves of
bishoprics and abbeys, to satisfy their greed. The last
vestiges of the reform effected by S. Columban had dis-
appeared ; and if one may believe Hincmar, Christianity
itself seemed to be abolished in the German empire, and
in the eastern provinces the idols were everywhere re-
stored. The ashes of Arianism were still smouldering
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in the middle of Germany, it had broken out afresh in
Bavaria.

Pope Gregory II. lcoked to the Teutonic nations,
hopinz thence to see the star of hope arise. By his orders
three legates visited Bavaria, to re-establish there the true
faith and discipline. The legation was not successful ; the
instrument of his designs hal not yet appeared, when, at
the close of the year 718, an Anglo-Saxon monk presented
himself before him, and drawing from beneath his cloak a
letter from Daniel, bishop of Winchester, humbly awaited
a reply.

The name of this monk was Winfrid, or Boniface. He
was born about A.D. 680, at Crediton, or Kirton, about
eight miles north-west of Exeter, of noble parents. At an
early period the boy betrayed much promise, and was
designed by his parents for a secular career. But the visit
of some monks to his father's house quickened a desire in
his heart to embrace the monastic life. His father strongly
opposed such a step, till at length alarmed by a dangerous
illness, he relented, and at sev:n years of age, Winfrid
was removed to a conventual school at Exeter, under
Abbot Wolfard, and thence to Nutescelle, in Hampshire, in
the diocese of Winchester.

Here, under Abbot Winbert, he took the name of
Boniface, and became eminent for his diligence and
devotion, for his acquaintance with the Scriptures, and his
skill in preaching. At the age of thirty he received ordi-
nation, and his well-known talents procured for him several
high ecclesiastical employments. King Ina of Wessex
honoured him with his confidence, and the united recom-
mendation of his brethren led to his being sent, on more
than one occasion, on a confidential mission to Archbishop
Britwald. He might have risen to honours in his native land,
but other aspirations had now taken possession of his soul.
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No stories were listened to at this time in the Anglo-
Saxon monasteries with greater avidity than those con-
nected with the adventurous mission of Archbishop
Willibrord among the heathen tribes of Frisia, and
Boniface longed to join the noble band beyond the sea.
On communicating his design to the abbot, the latter
would have dissuaded him from the arduous enterprise,
but he remained firm, and with three of the brethren,
whom he had persuaded to accompany him, left Nutescelle
for London. There he took ship, and crossing the sea,
landed at Doerstadt, then a flourishing emporium, now
almost obliterated from historical memory. But the time
of his coming, A.D. 716, was unpropitious.

Radbod was engaged in a furious conflict with Charles
Martel, a fierce persecution of the Christians had broken
out, and Boniface was fain to return to his cloister at
Nutescelle. Next year he left it a second time, now to
visit Rome, and have his vocation confirmed. The pope
received him warmly, and having satisfied himself of his
orthodoxy, gave him full powers to bear the Gospel to the
heathen of Germany. Boniface, furnished with these
powers, returned through Lombardy, Bavaria, and Thu-
ringia. There he heard of the death of Radbod, and the

cessation of the persecution in Frisia. A powerful call

drew him to the county which was to witness the opening
and the close of his missionary labours. The pagans were
turning towards the God of the Franks, whose power they
had lately felt, and Winfrid offered hims:If to Bishop
Willibrord as a labourer in this portion of the vineyard.
For three years he worked in Frisia, and then, Willibrord,
already very aged, resolved to associate Boniface with. him
in the episcopate. But he, troubled by this proposal,
escaped from Frisia, to break up fresh ground, and
labour in greater obscurity. On his way he tarried at the
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monastery of Palatiolum, near Treves, where his eloquent
conversation, the nobility of his look, and the angelic
sweetness of his manner, so fascinated a boy of fifteen,
named Gregory, of royal birth, that he determined to
follow him ; and thenceforth he became one of the most
illustrious disciples of the saint. Boniface plunged into
Thuringia. He found the country ravaged by incessant
war, the population thin and impoverished, the few
Christians, relics of the mission-work of S. Kilian, fallen
into corruption of manner and faith. His preaching
among them was successtul. The pagans quitted their
hovels to listen to the stranger who spoke to them in their
own tongue, and who braved the horrors of their bound-
less forests to bring the Gospel to their ears. Two
brothers whom he converted gave him lands, and he
erected the monastery of Améneburg. Thence he pro-
ceeded into Hesse, and to the frontiers of Saxony, where
he baptized many thousand converts.

A faithful brother, Binna, was now deputed to announce
to Gregory II. those gratifying results ; and the pope, who
could not fail to foresee the issue of labours so auspiciously
begun, summoned him once more to Rome. Thither
Boniface obediently went, escorted by a numerous train of
Franks and Burgundians, and in reply to the pope’s
questions respecting the faith which he preached, handed
him a copy of his creed. Gregory duly examined it, and
after an interval of five days, announced that he had
resolved to confer on Boniface the episcopal dignity.
Accordingly, on the feast of S. Andrew, A.D. 723, he was
consecrated regionary bishop, without any particular
diocese, but with a general jurisdiction over all whom he
might win from paganism to the fold of Christ. Thus
elevated to the episcopal dignity, with letters of commen-
dation to Charles Martel, to the bishops of Bavaria and
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Germany, and the native chiefs of the countries where he
was about to labour, Boniface re-crossed the Alps, and,
with the permission and protection of Charles Martel,
re-commenced operations in Hesse. He found but few of
his Hessian proselytes adhering to pure Christianity.
They had made a wild mixture of the two creeds; they
still worshipped their sacred groves and fountains; con-
sulted wizards, and shunned weir-wolves. Boniface d:ter-
mined to strike a blow at the heart of the obstinate
paganism, There was an old and venerable oak at
Fritzlar, near Geismar, hallowed for ages to Thorr the
Thunderer. Attended by all his clergy, Boniface went
publicly forth to fell this tree. The pagans assembled in
multitudes to behold this trial of strength between their
ancient gods and the God of the stranger. They awaited
the issue in profound silence. Some, no doubt, expected
the Thunder God to hurl his bolt and strike dead the
Christian prelate. S. Boniface swung the axe, and dealt
several blows to the sacred tree. Then was heard a
rushing sound in the tree-tops. Was it Hnikarr on his
white horse with the white owl fleeting before him, and
the black fire-breathing hounds at his side, galloping over
the roof of leaves, to strike with his lightning spear the
sacrilegious hand? It was a sudden rush of wind; a few.
more vigorous blows, and the great tree cracked and came
toppling down with its own weight, and split into four
huge pieces, leaving a great patch of light in the green
leafy vault, through which the sun fell on the triumphant
Christian pre!ate.

The shuddering pagans at once bowed before the
superior might of Christianity. S. Boniface built out of the
wood a chapel to S. Peter. But the want of labourers
was great ; and Boniface turned to his native land for a
supply of missionarics. He asked also for sacerdotal
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vestments, bells, and books. He begged that there might
be sent him a copy of the questions asked of S. Gregory
the Great by S. Augustine of Canterbury, the apostle of
the Anglo-Saxons, with the replies of the pope, a passional,
some commentaries on the Epistles of S. Paul, and a
volume containing six of the prophets, written neatly and
without contractions, ‘because of my old eyes.” He
requested the Abbess Eadburg to copy out for him the
Epistles of S. Peter, in letters of gold, ‘that the Holy
Scriptures may be reverenced and honoured before the
carnal eyes of the pagans.” Especially did he pray for
more labourers in this field white for harvest. The Anglo-
Saxon monasteries answered to his appeal, and threw
open their gates. There issued from them many zealous
servants of God, Lull, who was to succeed Boniface one
day; Willibald, just returned from a pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem ; Wunnibald, Witta. He had already with him the
young Gregory, and Wigbert, whom he placed at the head
of his monastic colony at Fritzlar. Later, a nobleman of
Noricum came to offer him his son, to be educated in the
service of God. This son was Sturmi, who became the
founder of the abbey of Fulda. From the convents of Eng-
land as from a hive issucd likewise a swarm of widows and
virzins, the mothers, sisters, kinswomen of the missionaries,
eager to share their perils and their merits. Chunihild and
Berathgit, her daughter, settled in Thuringia. Chunidrat was
sent into Bavaria, Thecla tarried at Kitzingen, on the
Maine, Lioba, “beautiful as the angels, fascinating in her
speech, learned as the Holy Scriptures and the canons,”
governed the abbey of Bischofsheim. The gentle Walpurgis
settled near her brother Willibald at ‘Eichstadt. The
ferocious Germans, who had delighted only in war, knelt
meekly at the feet of these gentle mistresses. Silence and
humility have hidden their labours from the eyes of the
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world; but history records their influence in giving the start
to Germanic civilization. * Providence,” beautifully says
M. Ozanam, ‘“has placed women beside all cradles.”

After some years of labour, S. Boniface reckoned that
he had a hundred thousand converts. But it was little to
have brought these men to baptism, so ready to relapse
into their darling paganism, attached, as it was, to their
history, by making the gods the ancestors of their chiefs,
and wound about their memories by the sagas and ballads
of their scalds.

S. Boniface had to place the axe at the roots of the
paganism in their hearts, more tenacious and strong than
those of the sacred oak of Fritzlar. To do this he
preached to them in the simplest manner; and a collec-
tion of his sermons, to the number of fifteen, has come
down to us. In relating to the barbarians the birth of the
Saviour, the preacher begins by telling them there is a
great city, called Rome, and in it, once on a time, reigned
a mighty chief called Augustus, who made peace in all the
world. In this style he spoke and taught, and thus he
awakened their interest, and stored their memory with
fairer histories than those of their grim old gods. Nothing
can be simpler, fresher, and more certain to instruct, than
his address to the newly baptized. ¢ Listen, my brethren,
attentively to what you have abjured at baptism. You
have renounced the devil, his works, and his pomps.
But what are the works of the devil? Pride, idolatry,
envy, murder, slander, lying, perjury, hatred, fornication,
adultery ;—in a word, whatever corrupts man; theft, false-
witness, gluttony, foul language, quarrels, consulting lots,
and trying incantations, believing in witches and wier-
wolves, wearing amulets, and turning back from God.
These works, and the like of them, are the devil's works,
and, as the apostle says, they who do such things shall

”,




48 Laves of the Saints. - (June s

not inherit the kingdom ot heaven. But as we hope, by
God’s mercy, that you have renounced all these things in
deed, as well as in intent; it remains for me to remind
‘you, my dearly loved ones, of what you have promised the
Almighty God. Now, in the first place you have promised
to believe in Almighty God, in Jesus Christ, his Son, and
in the Holy Ghost ; One God, but Three in One. These
are the commandments you have to observe. You must
love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your strength, and your neighbour as yourself. Be
patient, merciful, kind, and chaste. Teach your children
and servants to fear God. Reconcile those who are at
enmity; let judges not take presents, which blind the
eyes to justice. Keep the Lord’s day, and go to church
to pray, not for gossip. Give alms as you are able. If
you have feasts, invite the poor, exercise hospitality.
Visit the sick, serve widows and orphans, give tithe to
churches. Do to others as you would they should do to
you. Fear none but God, but fear Him always. Believe
in the coming of Christ, in the resurrection of the flesh,
and in the general judgment.”?

In the year 741 Charles Martel died, and S. Boniface
saw fresh opportunities opened up for carrying on and
consolidating the labours of the various missionary bands.
It is true that the great mayor of the palace had never
thwarted his operations, but he tolerated those of the
clergy whose lives were a scandal to religion, plundered
churches and monasteries when he wanted money for his
numerous wars, and gave away the bishoprics and abbacies
to men utterly unfit by education or pursuits to advance
the cause of Christianity.

Now that he was dead, the archblshops course was
clear, and by reason of his great influence over Carloman

10pera S, Bonifacii, Edt, Giles ii., p. §7.
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and Pepin, he could develop his plans for a systematic
organization of the German Church. He began by
founding four new bishoprics, Wiirzburg, Eichstadt,
Buraberg, and Erfurt, and in the following year called a
council to regulate the affairs of the newly-formed Churches.
The metropolitan throne was fixed on the Rhine, at
Mainz. This city was already a bishop’s seat. In the
wars of Carloman the Frank against the Saxons, the
bishop, Gerold, went out to battle with his sovereign, and
was slain. He was succeeded by his son, Gewillieb, a
man of strict morals, but addicted to hawks and hounds.
He had been a layman, but was consecrated on the death
of his father, and .given the see, in compensation for the
loss of his father. Gewillieb cherished the sacred here-
ditary duty of revenging his father’s death. He discovered
the man by whose hand Gerold had fallen, lured him to
an amicable interview in an island on the river, and
stabbed him to the heart. Neither king nor nobles
thought this exaction of blood for blood the least dis-
qualification for a Christian bishop. But the Christianity
of S. Boniface was superior to the dominant barbarism.
The blood-stained bishop was deposed by the act of a
council, and on the vacancy, the metropolitan see was

erected at Mainz, and was assumed by S. Boniface, who

thence exercised jurisdiction over the dioceses of Mainz,
Worms, Spires, Tongres, Cologne, Utrecht, Augsburg,
Constance, and Chur.

He made a third visit to Rome, and on his return
passed through Bavaria; there he found but one solitary
bishopric, at Passau. He founded those of Salzburg,
Freisingen, and Ratisbon. In Thuringia the episcopal
see was fixed at Erfurt; in Hesse at Buraberg, whence it
was afterwards removed to Paderborn; for Franconia he
founded that of Wurzburg.

VOL. VI. 4
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Carloman, who had risen from the post of mayor of the
palace to that of sovereign, was so wrought on by the
example and enthusiasm of S. Boniface, that he abandoned
the throne, bequeathed his son to the perilous guardian-
ship of his brother Pepin, went to Rome, and retired into
a monastery.

S. Boniface even opposed within his own diocese, the
author of his greatness. Pope Stephen, on his visit to
Pepin, presumed to ordain a bishop of Metz. S. Boniface
resisted the encroachment, and it was only at the earnest
representation of Pepin that the feud was allayed. He
was now verging on threescore years and ten, and his long
and incessant labours had begun to tell upon his constitution.
Weighed down with the care of all the Churches in Ger-
many, he longed for some diminution of the burdens
which pressed upon him, and wrote to the pope requesting
to be allowed to nominate his successor. This the pope
declined to allow, but conceded to his age and infirmities
the permission to select a priest as his special assistant,
who might share a portion of his episcopal duties. In-
creasing weakness now induced him to reiterate his request,
and the pope, while reminding him of the words, ‘“He
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved,”
agreed that if he could find amongst his clergy one in
whom he could place implicit confidence, he might elevate
him to the post, and receive his assistance as his coadjutor
and representative. Upon this Boniface nominated his
fellow-countryman and disciple, Lull, and proposed to
retire himself to the monastery now rising on the banks
of the river Fulda, where he might spend the autumn of
his life in watching the beneficial results- of the labours of
the brethren amidst the surrounding tribes.

But while thus ‘toiling in the land: of his adoption, he
was not unmindful of his old friends in England. Pleasant
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memories of Crediton and Nutescelle still lay near his
heart ; and though unable to revisit these familiar scenes,
he yet maintiined a constant correspondence with friends
in the Old Country, and rejoiced to receive tidings of the
welfare of the Anglo-Saxon Churches, just as he was pained
to the heart when he heard of any moral or spiritual
declension. Thus, hearing that Ethelbald, king of Mercia,
was living in gross immorality, he wrote to him in earnest
terms, and endeavoured to shame him into a more con-
sistent life by contrasting his conduct with that of the still
heathen Saxons in the forests of Germany, who, though
they had not the law of Christianity, yet did by nature the
things conta’ned in the law, and testified by severe punish-
ments their abhorence of impurity. He also wrote to
Archbishop Cuthbert, informing him of the regulations
made in the recent synods, and urging him to use every
endeavour to maintain the vitality of the Church of their
native land.

Thus, amid increasing infirmities and many causes for
anxiety, he yet found time to remember old scenes and
old friends. But very soon the conviction was deepened
in his own mind that the day of his departure was at
hand. Lull had, indeed, been appointed his coadjutor
in the see of Mainz, but his appointment had not yet
received the royal sanction, and till this was secured
Boniface could not feel free from anxiety for the welfare
of his flock. One of his latest letters, therefore, was
addressed to Fuldrad, Pepin’s arch-chaplain, soliciting his
protection and that of his royal master in behalf of his
clergy and his many ecclesiastical foundations. In this
very year he had been called upon to restore upwards of
thirty churches in his extensive diocese, which had been
swept away during an invasion of the heathen Frisians,
and it was with gloomy forebodings that he contemplated
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the fate of the German Church, if it was not shielded by
royal protection.

“Nearly all my companions,” he writes to Fuldrad,
“are strangers in this land. Some are priests distributed
in various places to celebrate the offices of the Church and
minister to the people. Some are monks living in different
monasteries, and engaged in teaching the young. Some
are aged men, who have long borne with me the burden
and the heat of the day. For all these I am full of
anxiety, lest after my death they should be scattered as
sheep having no shepherd. Let them have a share of
thy countenance and protection, that they may not be
dispersed abroad, and that the people dwelling on the
heathen borders may not lose the law of Christ. Suffer
also Lull, my son and coadjutor, to preside over the
churches, that both priests and people may find in him a
teacher and a guide; and may God grant that he may
prove a faithful pastor to the flock. I have many reasons
for making these requests. My clergy on the heathen
borders are in deep poverty. Bread they can obtain for
themselves, but clothing they cannot find here, unless
they receive aid from some other quarter to enable them
to persevere and endure their hardships. Let me know,
either by the bearers of this letter or under thine own
hand, whether thou canst promise the granting of my
request, t'at, whether I live or die, I may have some
assurance for the future.”

The royal permisssion that Lull should succeed him
arrived, and his mind was relieved of its load of anxiety.
But again the old missionary ardour burnt up as brightly
as in earlier years. Though upwards of seventy-five years
of age, he determined to make one last effort to win over
the still pagan portion of Friesland, and to accomplish
what Willibrord had begun. Bidding, therefore, his
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successor a solemn farewell, he ordered preparations to be
made for the journey. Something told him he should
never return, and therefore he desired that with his books,
amongst which was a treatise of S. Ambrose on “The
Advantage of Death,” his shroud also might be put up.
Then, with a retinue of three priests, three deacons, four
monks, and forty-one laymen, he embarked on board a
vessel, A.D. 755, and sailed down the Rhine. At Utrechthe
was joined by Eoban, an old pupil whom he had placed in
charge of the see, and then together they advanced into the
eastern part of Frisia, and commenced their labours.

For a time all went well The missionaries were
welcomed by several of the tribes, and were enabled to
lay the foundation of several churches. Gladdened by the
accession of many converts, they at length reached the
banks of the river Burde, not far from Dockum. It was
the month of June, and the festival of Whitsunday drew
near. Boniface had dismissed many who had been bap-
tized, bidding them return on the eve of Whitsunday to
receive the sacrament of confirmation. On the morning
of the appointed day, June sth, the noise could be plainly
heard of an advancing multitude, and the brandishing of
spears and the clang of arms told only too plainly on what
errand they were bound. The heathen party, enraged at
the success of the daring missionary, had selected this day
for a signal act of vengeance. Some of the archbishop’s
retinue counselled resistance, and were already preparing
to defend themselves, when he stepped forth from his tent,
and gave orders that no weapon should be lifted, but that
all should await the crown of martyrdom. “Let us not
return evil for evil,” said he; ‘the long-expected day has
come, and the time of our departure is at hand. Strengthen
ye yourselves in the Lord, and He will redeem your souls.
Be not afraid of those who can only kill the body, but put
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all your trust in God, who will speedily give you an eternal
reward, and an entrance into his heavenly kingdom.”

Calmed by his words, his followers bravely awaited the
onset of their enemies, who rushed upon them, and quickly
despatched them. The archbishop himself, when he saw
that his hour was come, took a volume of the Gospels, and
making it a pillow for his head, stretched forth his neck for
the blow, and in a few moments received his release.
The heathens speedily ransacked the tents of the mission-
aries ; but instead of the treasures they had expected,
found only the bookcases which Boniface had brought
with him. These they rifled, scattering some of the
volumes over the plain, and hiding others among the
marshes, where they remained till they were afterwards
picked up and reverently removed to the monastery of
Fulda, together with the remains of the great missionary.

Well may Germany look back with veneration and
gratitude to the holy Benedictine, and tell with joy the
story of the monk of Nutescelle. The roll of missionary
heroes, since the days cf the Apostles, can point to few
more glorious names. In the monastery of Fulda was
exposed for ages, to hosts of pilgrims, the blood-stained
copy of S. Ambrose on “ The Advantage of Death,” which
the archbishop had brought with his shroud to the shore of
the Zuyder Zee, and the long-continued labours of many of
his loving pupils and associates will prove that in his case,
as in so many others, “The blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the Church.”

His relics are scattered among a great number of
churches. At Fulda, where was his tomb, is preserved a
portion of his skull; other portions of his bones are at
Louvain, Mechlin, Bruges, Cologne, and Prague, Eichfield,
Erfurt. At Dockum were long shown his cope and
chasuble, and part of his skull.
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S. PuiLIp, B. of Tralles, 1st cent.

SS. VINCENT, B.M., AND BENIGNUS, D.M. at Bevania, in Umbria
A.D. 303.!

SS. AMANDUS, ALEXANDER, AND OTHERS, MM. at Cannes in Narbonned

SS. ARTEMIUS, CANDIDA, AND PAULINA, MM. at Rome, 4th cent.

S. Eustoraius 1L, B. ¢f Milan, A.D. 518.

S. Crauptus, B, of Besangon, AD. 581

S. GURWALL, B. of Aleth in Brittany, 6th cent.

S. GupwALL, B. in Brittany, 7tk cent.

S. ALDRICK, A8p. of Sens, A.D. 841.

S. HILARION THE LEss, A%, C. in Constantinogle. A.D. 84s.

S. CoLmoc, B. of Orkney, circ. 1000.

S. NORBERT, Aép. of Magdeburg, Founder of Norbertines, AD. 1134,

S. GILBERT of Auvergne, A.D. 1152,

S. PHILIP, B. OF TRALLES.
(1sT CENT.)

{All Ancient Latin Martyrologies, Roman Martyrology, by the Greeks

on May 1st. Authorities :—Mention in the Acts of the Apostles.]

VAAINT PHILIP, one of the first seven deacons,
i preached and baptized at Samaria; amongst
| those who there clave to him was Simon the
Sorcerer. He thence went to Joppa, and the
angel of the Lord appeared to him and bade him go on
the road to Gaza, and there he converted and baptized
the eunuch of Candace, queen of Athiopia.

The apocryphal Acts of the Apostles and Disciples attri-
buted to Dorotheus of Tyre, a collection of early Christian
traditions concerning them, says that the eunuch afterwards
preached in Arabia Felix, Ceylon, and along the Red Sea,
and that he suffered martyrdom. Peter Maffeus, S. J.
in his history of iIndia, strangely supposes tiat the foot-

1 The Acts of both SS. Vincent and Benignus, and SS. Amandus and Alexe
ander, are apocryphal.

it
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print on Adam’s peak is that ot the eunuch. The baptism
of the eunuch is commemorated by the Greeks on August
27th.

Philip having been caught'away by the spirit was found
at Azotus, and he preached the word till he reached
Cwmsarea, where he lived with his four daughters, who
prophecied.

S. Jerome, in his life of Paula, asserts that she saw at
C=msarea the house of Philip and the beds of his four
daughters.

He afterwards became Bishop of Tralles; there is no
tradition that he suffered martyrdom.

S. GURWALL, B.
(6TH CENT.)

[Venerated in the diocese of S. Malo. Gallican Martyrologies. Au-
thority :—Life in the Lessons of the S. Malo Breviary. ]

S. GuRwALL was born in Britain, and is said—but this
is questionable—to have been for some time a disciple of
S. Brendan in Ireland,! and to have succeeded him as abbot.

Thence he went into Brittany, and became known to S.
Malo, bishop of Aleth, who designated him as his suc-
cessor.  But, after holding the see a year and a few

smonths, he wearied of his charge, and having appointed

Colfineth, his archdeacon, to succeed him, retired with
some of his clergy to the monastery of Gurn, which he had
built ; but not finding there the solitude he desired, he
spent the rest of his days in a cavern above the sea.

1 S. Prendan of Clonfort died A.p, §77 ; that Gurwall succeceded him is 1mpos-
sible, as he succeeded S. Malo in §63.

6 d
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S. GUDWALL, B.
(7TH CENT.)

[Anglican Martyrology of Wytford. Venerated especially at Ghent.
Authority :—A life by a monk of Blandenbergh, not very ancient, and
founded on very uncertain traditions.]

S. GuLwALL or GupwALL was born in Wales, where he
was educated and ordained priest and afterwards bishop,
but retired from an active life into a cave by the seaside
with one disciple. His rock was an island, and when the
winter storms beat the .Atlantic into fury, the foam rushed
into the opening of his retreat, and threatened to over-
whelm the rock. . The legend says that S. Gudwall prayed
to God to throw up a barrier against the billows, and the
fish came in multitudes with grains of sand in their
mouths, and deposited them in one place, till they had
reared a long bank which proved an effectual breakwater.
But after a while, when many monks assembled under his
direction, he found the place too strait for him, and he
built seven boats, placed his monks in them, and led the
way, walking on the waters, to a site more suitable for a
large colony. Many stories are told of the saint, amongst
others, that he pulled a thorn out of the foot of a wolf that
came limping to him to be healed. ,

The relics of S. Gulwall were translated to Ghent, and
preserved in the monastery of Blandinbergh. But others
are said to be at Yevre-le-Chatel, near Pluviers; but it is
more probable that these belong to his namesake, the
bishop of Aleth.

\ 7
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S. NORBERT, ABP. OF MAGDEBURG.
(AD. 1134.)

[Roman and Norbertine Martyrologies. Canonized by Innocent III.
Gregory XIII., in 1582, ordered his festival to be observed on this day in
all churches of his Order, and attached great indulgences to such obser-
vance. Pius V. made these indulgences plenary in 1616.  Since then this
feast has been inserted in the Roman Breviary, and from a semi-double
has been elevated into a double. Authorities :—A life by a Norbertine
canon, a contemporary, written at the request of Hugh the companion of
the saint, also mention in the life of the B. Gotfried Kappenberg, in other
writers of that period. |

S. NORBERT was born at Xanten, in the duchy of Cleves,
in the year 1080, of a noble family related to the emperor.
He was admitted to the sub-diaconate, that he might be
given a rich canonry of the church of Xanten, and for
some time he lived at the court of Frederick, Archbishop
of Cologne, but left him to follow his kinsman, the Em-
peror Henry IV. He lived in utter worldliness, dressing
richly as a layman, and denying himself no pleasure. But
one day as he was riding through a meadow with a serving
boy, a storm broke over them, and lightning fell before
his horse, so that it reared and threw Norbert, who lay in
a swoon for some time.

This shock proved the means of his conversion. He
felt ‘that the lightning might have struck him, instead of
the soil; and if so, where would he have been then?
Hitherto, he had refused to be ordained deacon and priest,
but now he prepared for these orders, and received both
the diaconate and the priesthood on the same day. He
retired to his house at Xanten, and gradually weaned him-
self from ease and luxury. At last he resolved finally to
leave the world, and having made himself a habit of
lamb’s-skin, bound round his waist by a cord, he began
to preach with remarkable unction, and to endeavour to
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reform his fellow canons at Xanten. But this was no easy
matter. They spoke evil of him, mocked him, one so far
forgot himself as to spit in his face. He was denounced
as an impostor to Cuno, the papal legate in Germany, but
the saint appeared before a council held at Fritzlar in
1118, and justified himself. Then he disposed of all his
possessions, and gave everything to the poor, and barefoot
he went to the abbey of S. Giles, near Nismes, to see Pope
Gelasius II., who had taken refuge there under the protec-
tion of the king of France. He confessed to the pope that
he had been guilty of contravening the canons by being or-
dained deacon and priest the same day, and then he besought
permission to go preaching everywhere the Word of God.
The pope gave him the requisite licence, and S. Norbert
at once began preaching in France. He had brought
with him from Germany two lay companions, and at
Orleans a sub-deacon joined him, but the four died in
1119, at Valenciennes.

Burkhardt, Bishop of Cambrai, having come to Valen-
ciennes, S. Norbert sent word to him that he would be
glad to see him, as they had been companions together at
court. When the prelate saw him barefoot, ill-dressed,
and worn with fasting and his apostolic labours, he em-
braced him, saying, “Oh, Norbert, that I should see you
thus!| Who would have expected this of you?” One of
the bishop’s chaplains, who had introduced S. Norbert,
was much surprised to see the bishop exhibit so great
affection and respect for the poor mission-preacher, and
he asked of his master the reason. “That man,” said the
Bishop of Cambrai, “was once the gayest and most refined
in the emperor’s court ; if he is now poor and despised, it
is because he has refused wealth and honour. The
bishopric of Cambrai was offered to him, but he would not
take it.” This reply so surprised the chaplain that he

N 7]
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determined to frequent the society of S. Norbert, and it
led to his joining him in his mission work, and becoming
his disciple. His name was Hugh, and he succeeded S.
Norbert as head of the order of Prémontré. Leaving
Valenciennes, where he had preached with great results,
S. Norbert went through the villages round about, preach-
ing everywhere to crowds.

In January, 1119, Gelasius II died in France, and
Guido of Vienne was elected in his room, and assumed
the title of Calixtus II. The pope summoned a council
to meet at Rheims, and never did pope, in Rome itself, in
the time of the world’s most prostrate submission, make a
more imposing display of power, and maintain a loftier
position than this first great French pontiff His con-
sistorial throne was placed before the portal of the great
church ; below him sat the cardinals, fifteen archbishops,
above two hundred bishops, and numerous abbots were
present. The Archbishop of Mainz attended at the head
of seven suffragans, and a body-guard of five hundred
armed retainers. S. Norbert was there to ask permission
to continue his labours. Calixtus received him cordially,
and was about to grant him his request, when the Bishop
of Laon, stepping forward, entreated the pope to send S.
Norbert to Laon, and lay on him his commands to reform
the abbey of S. Martin there occupied by regular canons.

The pope gave the required injunction to S. Norbert, who

in vain protested, and the Bishop of Laon, on his return
from the council, took Norbert with him. Norbert re-
quired the canons to take the oath of poverty, but they
refused; he made another attempt to induce them to
reform, but finding them stubbornly opposed to his plans,
withdrew from the attempt, and took up his quarters for
the winter with the bishop. Next spring the Bishop of
Laon suggested to S. Norbert that he should found a new
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order, and promised to procure him lands on which to
build.

The saint having agreed to this, the bishop took him to
Foigny, but the place did not commend itself to his taste,
and then the bishop offered him another site, at Thenaille,
but neither did this please him. As they were passing
together through the forest of Coucy, a pleasant green
valley opened out on their eyes, with a deserted chapel in
the midst dedicated to S. John the Baptist.

Norbert, the moment he saw this peaceful valley, ex-
claimed, “This is the place which the Lord hath chosen
for us !” and entering the chapel, he bade the bishop leave
him there all night. The bishop retired to his house at
Anisey, but Norbert remained in the ruined chapel pray-
ing. During the night he thought he saw a long procession
of white robed men, with cross and tapers, sweep through
the chapel and out over the meadow, and wind away out
of sight under the trees. On the morrow he told the
bishop his vision, and assured him that he would build
there, and give a white habit to his brethren. The bishop
obtained a grant of the valley, called Prémontré, from the
chapter of S. Vincent at Laon, to whom it belonged, and
there S. Norbert laid the foundations of the first house of
that Order, which took its name of Premonstratine canons
from the vale in which his house was built. On the feast
of the Conversion of S. Paul, in the year 1120, the Bishop
of Cambrai took from S. Norbert and Hugh his companion
their penitential habits, and put upon them a white woollen
robe, such as that which Norbert had seen in his trance,
in the chapel. Many having joined the saint, he placed
the brethren under the rule of S. Augustine, and to all he
made these recommendations—to observe purity of heart
and personal cleanliness; expiation of their faults before
all the brethren in chapter; and thirdly, hospitality and
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care of the poor. Soon his Order spread, he built another
house at Floreffe, near Namur, and Gotfried, count of
Kappenberg (Jan. 13th), converted his ancestral castle
into a Norbertine house. Thibault, count of Champagne,
would have followed the example of the count of Kappen-
berg, but S. Norbert restrained him, assuring him that God
had other views for him, and that he could best serve God
in a state of matrimony. He recommended to the count
Mathilda, the beantiful and pious daughter of Angilbert, a
count of Bohemia, and he went in company with the count
to Spires to obtain her hand for him. It was whilst he
was at Spires that the archbishopric of Magdeburg fell
vacant, and Lothair the Saxon, emperor of Germany,
appointed Norbert to it. He would have refused, but the
papal legate, Cardinal Gerard, who afterwards ascended
the throne of S. Peter, under the title of Lucius IL, exer-
cised his authority to force the saint to accept the little
coveted honour. 3

But before this he had done a good work in Antwerp,
whither he had been called to oppose the fanaticism of a
certain Tankelin, a mystic, who rejecting the priesthood
and episcopacy as institutions of men, preached that he
was the Messiah, God Incarnate, dressed as a king with a
circle of gold in his hair, and went about surrounded by
an armed body-guard. Like so many fanatical sects, that
of Tankelin combined frantic licentiousness with their
mystic ecstacies. Norbert was given the church of S.
Michael, and his preaching was so successful that he com-
pletely broke the power of the heresiarch, gathered in his
disciples to the true fold, and Tankelin, deserted by all, in
attempting to escape, was taken and executed.

On S. Norbert assuming the mitre, he found that the
Church of Magdeburg needed reformation. He enforced
vigorously clerical celibacy as insisted upon by the late

A
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Pope Gregory VII. The great majority of the German
bishops had either openly refused to carry out the decrees
of Gregory VII, or had connived at their being disre-
garded. S. Norbert waged an inveterate war with the
married clergy, and stirred up better hostility against
himself by so doing.!

His entrance to the episcopal palace was characteristic.
He arrived at Magdeburg unannounced, unexpected. In
his poor old habit, and barefoot, he knocked at the palace
door. The porter looked out and said, “We admit no
beggars. Away fellow |” His favourite poverty was not
lost when he became a wealthy archbishop, his gates were
thrown open to all beggars, and the revenues of the see
were employed in the advancement of religion, not in the
enrichment of kinsmen, as had hitherto been the rule.2 He
founded in the diocese several houses of his order, and
endeavoured to raise the tone of his clergy, and through
them to elevate the people. He met with sullen, some-
times furious opposition, and his life was attempted by
private assassination, and then by an insurrection of the
citizens who besieged him when he was in his cathedral,
so that he was obliged to fly up one of the towers in his
episcopal vestments, from the altar at which he had been

standing. The tower held out for two days, and then,

some of the mob broke in, his chamberlain was cleft
through the skull, but the archbishop advancing towards
the armed men, rushing upon him up the narrow winding
stair, with his mitre on, and a purple chasuble over his

141nitia dolorum, et occasio persecutionum omnia hze.”

2 The people said to him, “Qnidam ex pradecessoribus tuls, niminm sue car-
nalitati induigentes, fratribus carnallbus, et quibusdam ex parcntibus et pro-
pinquis suis aliud pradium concesserunt, alind prastiterunt.” Casarius of
Heisterbach relates the saying of a priest of Paris, ““1 have falth to belicve all
things, but 1 cannot belicve in the possibility of the salvation of a German
bishop.” Dialog. Miracul. I, ¢. 27 ; also Homil. Il p. 99.
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shoulders, they recoiled with awe. At that moment the
count of Magdeburg came to his assistance and dispersed
the rioters. ‘The archbishop calmly descended to the
church, mounted to the altar and said mass, as if nothing
had happened. Finding that he was without deacon or sub-
deacon, none of his clergy having courage to attend on
him, he read the Epistle and Gospel himself with unwaver-
ing voice.

But though the tumult was allayed, the discontent was
not abated, and so formidable a conspiracy was formed
against him—a rumour of which having reached the arch-
bishop’s ears through the revelations of some drunken
conspirators—that he deemed it advisable to leave the city
for a while, and he took refuge in his castle of Halle.
The citizens fearing that he would- gather his troops,
appeal to the emperor, and severely castigate the town,
hastened with offers of money and promises of amend-
ment, to recall their archbishop, and he returned in
triumph to Magdeburg amidst the greatest affectation of
enthusiasm.

The archbishop was now called to take a part in political
affairs, from which it was not possible for him to hold aloof.

Peace had reigned in the empire and the Church whilst
Lothair the Saxon occupied the imperial throne, and
Honorius II. sat in the apostolic chair. But the death of
Honorius in February, 1130, was the signal for a violent
collision between the ruling factions of Rome. They
watched the dying pope with indecent impatience. In
secret (it was asserted before the death, certainly on the
day of the death, and before the funeral of Honorius) a
minority of the cardinals elected Gregory, the cardinal of
S. Angelo, who took the name of Innocent II. The more
numerous party, waiting 2 more decent and more canonical
time for their election, chose the Cardinal Peter Leonis, a
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‘man of Jewish descent. He called himself Anacletus II.
On his side Anacletus had the more canonical election,
the majority of the cardinals—there were sixteen for Inno-
cent and thirty-two for Anacletus—and the strongest party
in Rome. He made overtures to Roger, duke of Sicily,
who had been excommunicated by Honorius, and tempted
him with the prospect of a crown. The powerful family
of Peter Leonis and the Normans were on the side of the
pope, afterwards reputed the antipope; the emperor and
all northern Christendom united eventually for the suc-
cessful pontiff. Innocent had in Rome the Frangipanis,
a strong minority of the cardinals, the earlier though ques-
tionable election; he had the indelible prejudice against
his adversary—his name and descent from a Jew and an
usurer.

Driven from Rome, Innocent dropped down the Tiber
and reached the port of Pisa. Messengers were imme-
diately despatched to secure the support of the Transalpine
sovereigns, more especially of Louis the Fat, king of France.
‘The king summoned a council of bishops at Etampes,
and referred the matter to the decision of S. Bernard of
Clairvaux. S. Bernard decided in favour of Innocent, and
the pope at once took refuge on the hospitable shores of
France. At Clermont he held a council, and received the
allegiance of two of the great prelates of Germany, those
of Salzburg and Miinster. Near Orleans he was welcomed
by the king, at Chartres by Henry I. of England, who had
been persuaded, contrary to the advice of the English
prelates, to embrace the cause of Innocent. In Germany
the Emperor Lothair assembled a council at Wiirzburg,
which was attended by sixteen bishops, amongst whom
was S. Norbert, who enthusiastically took the part of
Innocent, and Innocent was acknowledged in Germany.
The pope held a council at Rheims, and thither S. Norbert
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hastened to salute him. On March 22nd, 1131, the pope
entered Liége, and was met by the emperor, who, accord-
ing to custom, held the reins of the pope’s white palfrey.

S. Norbert, in Germany, did what S. Bernard had
effected in France, and Innocent was now acknowledged,
and chiefly through their influence, by the kings of France,
England, Spain, and by the emperor. The more powerful
clergy beyond the Alps, all the religious communities
were on the same side. But Innocent could not re-enter
Rome without the armed support of the emperor against
his rival. It was not till November, 1132, that the em-
peror, urged on by S. Bernard and S. Norbert, undertook
to reinstate Innocent in the possession of Rome. S.
Norbert accompanied the emperor, to excite his tepid
zeal. In March, 1133, the emperor and the pope advanced
to Rome, Bernard and Norbert still by the side of the
conquering pontiff. Anacletus did not venture to defend
the city; he retired beyond the Tiber, occupied the
Vatican, and maintained the castle of S. Angelo. The
pope rewarded the emperor’s fidelity by crowning him and
his empress Richilda with great solemnity in the Lateran
church, and showed his gratitude to S. Norbert by con-
ferring on him the pallium and constituting him primate
over the whole of Germany. Lothair swore to protect the
pope and the royalties of S. Peter to the utmost of his
power; to enforce the restoration of all the rights and
possessions withheld by violence from the see, and then,
exhausted with the summer heat, retired from Rome and
re-crossed the Alps into Germany.

No sooner had the emperor retired, than Innocent, un-
able to maintain himself unsupported in Rome, took refuge
in Pisa. S. Bernard and S. Norbert now incessantly
assailed the emperor, reminded him of his oaths, appealed
to his zeal, rebuked him for his ingratitude, and exhausted

L/ \]
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their efforts to make him resume the defence of Innocent,
and crush Anacletus and his Sicilian supporter.

In 1137 Lothair again entered Italy and subdued the
marches of Ancona, the principality of Capua, and almost
the whole of Apulia. The king of Sicily had quietly with-
drawn his troops, and waited his opportunity, when the
emperor should return to Germany, to resume the offensive.

Anacletus, in his impregnable fortress of S. Angelo
defied his enemies. His timely death relieved Innocent
from his obstinate antagonist. A

But ere this, in 1134, S. Norbert had been called to his
rest. He was then fifty-two ; twenty years had been spent
in the service of Christ. His body was carried into all the
churches of Magdeburg, and was laid in that of his Order,
dedicated to S. Mary. But in 1627 the sacred relics were
taken by the Emperor Ferdinand II. from the Lutheran
city, which no longer valued them, to Prague, where they
are still preserved.

S. GILBERT OF AUVERGNE.
(a.p. 1152.)

OF S. Gilbert the Premonstrant little is recorded beyond
the fact that he founded the abbey of Neuffontaines on the
land of which he was lord. Hence he is shown with a por-
tion of land in his outstretched hands.
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S. MarceLLINUS, B. of Puy, in France.

S. Potami&NA THE YOUNGER, V.M. at Alexandria, circ. a.p. 303.
S LvcarION, M, at Hermopolis, in Egypt.

S. Pavw, B.M. of Constantinople, cire. A.p. 330.

S. CoLMaN, B. of Dromeore, in Ireland, 7th cent,

S. WuLPHLAG, P.H. at Regnie I'Ecluse, in Ponthicu, yth cent,

S. Mxriavoc, B. of Vannes, in Brittany, yth cent,

SS. PxTeR, P., WaLABONS, D., AND OTHERS, M M. at Cordova, A.p. 851.
S. AVENTINE, H.M. at Larbouste, in the Pyrenees, 8th cent.

SS. GoTTESCHALE, Prince, AND CoMp., MM, at Lensen, A.p. 1006,
S. RCBERT, Ab. of Newminster, a.D. 1159,

S. POTAMIAZANA THE YOUNGER, V.M.
(ABOUT A.D. 303.)

[Called the Younger to distinguish her from the saint of the same name
venerated on June 28th. Greek Menza. Authority :—Palladius in his
history of the bishops of Helenopolis, ¢ 3. There is every reason for
believing that his account of this martyr is quite trustworthy. See further
July 10th, the XLV. MM. of Nicopolis.]

OTAMIZNA was a beautiful young slave girl
§ belonging to a heathen master at Hermopolis,
4 in Egypt, in the reign of the Emperor Maxi-
mian. Her master inflamed with passion,
soaght to bend her to his will, but found an unexpected
resistance in the virtue of the feeble girl. Ascertaining
that she was a Christian, he denounced her to the prefect
of Alexandria, saying that he had no desire to have her
put to death, if she was ready to yield to his desires. But
neither fear of torture nor hopes of favour could move her
heart, and at length, in disgust and rage at being baffled
by a poor slave girl, the prefect ordered her to be stripped,
and slowly lowered into a cauldron of boiling pitch, The
fire was lighted, the pitch seethed, and the girl was sus.

N7
N\




el

June 5.] S. Paul. 69

pended in its smoke. Slowly, inch by inch, the windlass
was turned, letting her down into the black bubbling fluid.
It was not till three hours had elapsed, and she had been
submerged to her neck, that she was quite dead.

S. PAUL, B. OF CONSTANTINOPLE.
(ABOUT A.D. 350.)

[Roman Martyrology. By the Greeks on the Sunday nearest to the
6th November. Authorities :—Socrates and Sozomen. He is also highly
commended by S. Athanasius in his letter to the solitaries of Egypt.]

Paur, the little secretary of twelve who attended Alex-
ander, the representative of the aged Metrophanes of
Byzantium, at the council of Nicza (see p. 34), had been
pointed out by the dying pontiff as one who would
eventually ascend the throne of Constantinople. On the
death of Alexander (A.n. 336) this prophecy was fulfilled.
Paul, though young in years, was elected in preference to
his elderly rival Macedonius, thrust forward by the Arian
and Eusebian party, but was speedily banished to Pontus
by the Emperor Constantine, who continued to rely on
the Eusebians, and withstood the Alexandrian petitions for
the recall of S. Athanasius. On the death of Constantine,
Paul returned to Constantinople (338), but Eusebius, the
courtly Arian bishop of Nicomedia, had set his heart on
the see of the imperial city, and was translated thithcr
after an Arian synod had condemned Paul. Paul retired
to Treves, where he was warmly received by S. Maximian,
its bishop, and by the orthodox Constans. After having
spent some time at Treves, he went to Rome, where he
met S. Athanasius, and assisted at the council held there
by Pope Julius, in 341, in which the orthodoxy of Athan-
asius, and Paul, and Marcellus of Ancyra was proclaimed.

In the year 342, the death of Eusebius was followed by
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a popular restoration of Paul. Constantius, the emperor
ofthe East, sent Hermogenes, one of his generals, to expel
him. In a tumult Hermogenes was slain, and Paul was
sent in chains to a castle on the Tigris; but his rival
Macedonius, being implicated in the tumult, was not put
in possession of the see, for which the Eusebians had con-
secrated him. We hear of S. Paul being again at Con-
stantinople in 344, with letters from Constans, the emperor
of the West, insisting on his restoration. Constantius,
afraid to displease his brother, reluctantly consented. In
347 he attended the council of Sardica, but the Eusebians,
withdrawing from the council, retired to Philippopolis,
constituted themselves an opposition council, and excom-
municated S. Paul and S. Athanasius, Pope S. Julius, and
the other Catholic prelates. On the death of the Emperor
Constans, in 350, S. Paul lost his protector, and Con-
stantius, relieved of the necessity of conciliating his
brother, at once resolved on the expulsion of Paul from
Constantinople.  Philip, the prztorian prefect, was ap-
pointed to decoy him to the baths of Zeuxippus, and to
convey him on board ship. The people, suspecting dan-
ger, crowded the entrance to the bath, and Paul was taken
away by a back door. He was sent to die at Cucusus, in
Armenia. According to the report of Philagrius, the
apostate prefect of Egypt, Paul was shut up for six days
without food, and ultimately strangled. Macedonius now
took full possession of the see, but not without violence,
and the massacre of three thousand persons who opposed
him, )

Relics in the Church of S. Lorenzo at Venice, whither
they were translated from Constantinople on the fall of
that city.
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S. COLMAN, B. OF DROMORE.
(7TH CENT.)

[Aberdeen Breviary, Greven in his additions to Usuardus, but at
Dromore, and in the Irish Martyrologies on May 2oth, The Acts are
full of fable and late.]

CoLmaN, son of Daire, was of the royal blood of the
kings of Cashel, and a lineal descendaat of the celebrated
King Aengus (d. 490). He was bishop in the reign of
Failbhe Fland, king of Cashel, who ascended the throne
in 619, and died in 634. Colman resided in a monastery,
founded by himself, at Doire-mor (great grove), in the
district of Eile, and the province of Munster, near the
borders of Leinster. Failbhe Fland having on one occa-
sion injured S. Colman, the saint asked the intervention of
S. Pulcherius, who taking Colman with him went before
the king and stated the case to him. The king spoke to
Colman roughly. Pulcherius then said, ‘It does not
become you to answer in this manner so great a pontiff,
who is most holy in the sight of God, and not inferior to
you in birth, for you are of the same stock.” In the end
Failbhe Fland granted the two saints what they asked.
It is a misfortune that, excepting what has been given
above, nothing trustworthy has been handed down to us,
not even the date of S. Colman’s death. The acts are full
of fables of the most monstrous description.

S. WULPHLAG, P.H.
(7TH CENT.)

[Gallican Martyrology of Saussaye, Ancient Martyrology of Centulle,
and venerated in the diocese of Amiens. Authority :—An ancient life
quoted by Ignatius the Carmelite in his Historia Abbavillana, 1480.]

S. WuLPHLAG, a native of Ponthieu, from his earliest
childhood was devoted to the service of the altar. He
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married a pious wife shortly before he was ordained priest,
and by her became the father of three daughters, who
grew up virtuous and God-fearing. S. Wulphlag was ap-
pointed to the charge of Rue, near the sea, between the
rivers Somme and Authie. But after a while he went on a
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and on his return announced to
his wife and daughters that he was resolved to embrace an
eremitical life. He retired into a cell which he constructed
at Regnie I'Ecluse, in a wild and desolate spot. He was
consoled there with the news that his daughters had re-
nounced the world and taken the vows of monastic life.
He died in his hermitage, and was buried at Requier.
His body was afterwards translated to S. Sauve, at Mon-
treuil-sur-Mer, where it now rests.

SS. PETER, WALABONS, AND COMP., MM.
(a.D. 851.) ;
[Spanish and Roman Martyrologies. Authority :—S. Eulogius of

Cordova, a martyr in the same persecution. ]

PETER a priest, Walabons a deacon, Sabinian, Wistre-
mund, Habentius, and Jeremias, monks, suffered in the
persecution of the Mussulmans in Spain. Sabinian was
quite a young man, but Jeremias was very old. He had
been married and had a family, but in his old age re-
nounced the world and entered a monastery. They pre-
sented themselves before the cadi of Cordova, declaring
that they were Christians and ready to die for their faith.

Jeremias was first scourged and then, with the rest, de-
capitated. ’

Pl
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S. GOTTESCHALK, PRINCE, M.
(A.D. 1066.)

{Cologne Breviary of 1515, Authorities:—Adam of Bremen, in his
Historia Ecclesiastica ; Helmold, in his Chronicon Slavorum.]

THE Sclaves of Mecklenburg, Brandenburg, and Silesia,
were at the close of the 1oth, and the beginning of the
11th century, a constant source of alarm and trouble to
the German empire. Saxony was the outpost exposed to
their constant attacks, but it was also from thence that _
their severest chastisements came. The Sclavian frontiers
were parcelled into Margravates, and it was the duty of
the Margraves to repel the waves of invasion as they arose.
Violence and pillage had become so frequent as to be
regarded as legitimate in this country. Mistevoi, the
valiant prince of the Obotrites, favoured the Christian
religion, followed the banner of Otho IL, and served
under him in Italy. On his return to his native country,
he sued for the hand of Mechtildis, the sister of Bernhard,
duke of Saxony, and on being insulted by the jealous
Dietrich of Brandenburg, who called him a dog of a
Sclave, not worthy to mate with a Christian and a German
bride, replied, “If we Sclaves be dogs, we shall show you
we can bite.” The pagan Sclaves, ever ripe for revolt,
obeyed his call. An oath of eternal enmity against the
Germans and the priests was taken before their idol,
Radegast, and suddenly rising in open rebellion (A.D. 983)
they assassinated all who fell into their hands, razed the
churches to the ground, and completely destroyed the
cities of Hamburg and Oldenburg, besides those of Bran-
denburg and Havelburg. Sixty priests were flayed alive.
The rebels were, however, entirely beaten in a pitched
battle at Tangermiinde.

Mistevoi had a son called Gotteschalk, who was sent to
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Luneburg to be educated as a Christian in a monastery.
And Mistevoi himself, after a war of almost extermination
had been carried on against the Obotrites and the Wilzi
by Bernhard II. of Saxony, and the Margrave of Branden-
burg, weary of war, and anxious to secure peace for his
people, embraced Christianity. He was, in consequence,
expelled by his subjects. He died at Bardewick, stabbed
by a Saxon. Gotteschalk instantly burst from the restraints
of his monastic school, threw himself into the midst of his
people, who gathered in crowds around his standard, and

" the war broke out as furiously as before. But Bernhard

of Saxony captured him, and thinking he could obtain a
greater advantage by concluding a treaty with him, made
him take oaths of submission, and released him. Gottes-
chalk went to Denmark, where he fought with King Canute
in Norway, and then in England with his nephew Sweyn.
Sweyn, on succeeding his uncle, gave to Gotteschalk, in
marriage, his daughter Sigritha, He remained some time
in England with King Canute, and then returned to Ger-
many, and to his Sclavonic Obotrites, who received him as
their prince. He now laboured to soften their turbulence,
and to turn them from their idols to the worship of Christ.
For this purpose he applied to Adalbert, archbishop of
Bremen, who at once sent him priests. Adalbert’s am-
bition was to constitute himself patriarch of thé North;
he was a man of unbounded pride, ambition and avarice ;
and though his motive was not pure, yet Gotteschalk found
him a valuable friend in advancing his design of Chris-
tianizing the Sclaves. Gotteschalk himself accompanied
the missionaries, translating their sermons into Sclavonic,
or himself preaching to the people. Sees were erected at
Mecklenburg, Ratzeburg, and Magdeburg. But the
minority of Henry IV., the dissensions that prevailed
through the empire, and the free-booting expeditions of
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the Saxon chiefs into the archbishopric of Bremen, induced
a fresh insurrection among the Northern Sclaves. The
heathen party, headed by Plasso, Gotteschalk’s brother-
in-law, rose and extirpated Christianity. Hamburg and
Mecklenburg were destroyed by the pagans, who sacrificed
John, bishop of Mecklenburg, to their deities, stoned S.
Answar, abbot of Ratzeburg, and twenty-eight monks, to
death, assassinated Gotteschalk at Lenzen, at the foot of .
the altar, butchered Eppo the priest, who 'was offering the
Holy Sacrifice, upon the altar itself, and slaughtered all
the rest of the clergy and Christians who were in the
sacred building.

S. AVENTINE, H.M.
(8TH CENT.)

{Gallican Martyrologies. Authority :—An ancient life of S. Aventine
founded on popular tradition. ]

S. AVENTINE was a native of Larbouste in the Pyrenees,
and lived as a hermit among the rocks of a lovely valley
near the Lac d’Oo. He was ordained by Abraham, bishop
of Comminges, and sent to preach in Larbouste. The
Pyrenees at that time were infested with Moors, from
Spain, and Aventine had many hair-breadth escapes from
their pursuit, but was finally taken and beheaded by them.
He is said to have plucked a thorn from the foot of a lame
bear, but the same story is told of S. Aventine of Troyes
(Feb. 4th). His relics are preserved in the church, bear-
ing his name at Larbouste.

In flying on one occasion from the Saracens, he is said
to have leaped a chasm, and the marks of his feet on the
rock are shown. He is represented with his head in his
hand, and it is pretended that he carried it thus some little
way after his execution.

e
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S. ROBERT, AB. OF NEWMINSTER.

(a.D. 1159.)

[Anglican Martyrology of Wytford. Capgrave, Molanus, Wyon,

Menardus, the Bollandists, &c. Authority :—The Chronicle of Foun-
" tains, and a life given by Capgrave,]

S. RoBERT, a nat've of York, was priest of a church in
that city ; but he resigned his charge, and went first to
Whitby, and then to Fountains abbey, which had just been
founded. He afterwards headed a colony of monks who
settled at Newminster, near Morpeth, with the benediction
of Geofirey, bishop of Durham, in 1139. The Fountains
Chronicle says, ‘“ We have heard much of this man, worthy
of being related. He was modest in his bearing, gentle in
companionship, merciful in his judgments, exemplary in
his holy conversation.” For many years he ruledto their
advantage the brethren as a pious father and worthy
pastor ; and he finished his holy course by a more holy
death. The blessed Godrick (May z1st), as may be read
in his life, on a certain night, whilst praying, saw the soul
of the saint, released from the body, borne heavenwards
by the hands of angels. This story is told with much
detail in Reginald of Durham on the life and miracles of
S. Godrick.
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S. Carriore, M., anad cent.

S. Maximus, B. of Aix, in Provence,

SS. Four MARTYRS oF GERONA, in Spain, cire. A.D, 300,
S. SYRA, Matr. at Troyes, 4th or §th cent.

S. GILDARD, B. of Rouen, after A.D, §31.

S. HeracLius, B. of Sens, circ. A.D. 523,

S. MzpaRD, B, of Noyon and Tournai, A.D. §45.

S. Marius, H. at Mauriac, in Auvergne, cire. A.p. 600,
S. Cavobuty, 8. of Metz, circ. A.D. 692,

S. EusTADIOLA, Abss. of Bruges, qth cent.

S. WiLL1aM, drchb. of York, A.De x184¢

*S. CALLIOPE, M.

(2ND CENT.)

[Modern Roman Martyrology, inserted from the Greek Menzea, As
neither give the place of the saint’s martyrdom, the Spanish Mariyr.
ologists, with their usual audacity, have appropriated her, and localized
her at Lerma.]

mees@ IS martyr, according to the Greek Menza,

& § was as beautiful in soul as she was in body.

Her breasts were cut off, she was dragged

over potsherds, then salt was rubbed into her

wounds, and they were fretted with hair-cloth. As none

of these tortures shook her constancy, her head was struck
off.

r‘.,;

S. MAXIMUS, B. OF AIX.
(2ND OR 3RD CENT.)
[Roman and Gallican Martyrologies.]

S. MAXIMUS, it is pretended, was one of the disciples of
our Blessed Lord, who founded the bishopric of Aix, in
Provence. There is not, however, the smallest evidence
to support this assertion.
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SS. FOUR MARTYRS OF GERONA.
(ABOUT A.D. 300.)

[Spanish Martyrologies. The Acts are purely apocryphal, They were
written to order for Canon Arnold of Monte-rotundo, about A.D. 1200,
not in Spain, but in Italy, and are adapted from the Acts of the
**Quatuor Coronati.”] 1

THE following story is devoid of foundation in truth.
It is said that there lived at L'Apurda, near Gerona, a
man named Eter, who had two sons, Lirus and Sirus. At
the same time another man at Cursa had two daughters,
Floris and Gelida. Lirus married Floris, and by her had
two sons, Germanus and Paulinus. Sirus married Gelida,
and became the father of two sons, Justus and Sicius.
Floris became a Christian, and died shortly after having
given birth to her youngest son. The father, unable to
rear the children himself, entrusted them to the care of his
sister-in-law, Gelida. One night Floris appeared to Gelida,
surrounded by light, and unspeakably beautiful. “ Woaldst
thou be as I am ?” asked the apparition. ‘How can I,”
answered Gelida, “I was born with a dusky complexion.”
“Go, my sister,” said Floris, “to a holy man, Stephen,
who lives not far off, and he will teach thee things that
thou must know.” Then she faded into darkness. This
vision led to the conversion of Gelida and her husband,
and afterwards to that of Lirus and a second wife he had
married, named Florentina. The four foster-brothers were
baptized and apprenticed to a stone-cutter and sculptor.
All went on well, till the governor of Spain, named
Dacian, sent one Rufinus to Gerona, who having ordered
an idol of the sculptors, had them imprisoned when he
heard that they refused to make it. The four young men
were half-starved in prison, and beaten with leaded whips,
and then were decapitated.

N
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S. MEDARD, B. OF NOYON.!
(a-p. 545.)

[All Latin Martyrologies, almost without exception. Authorities :—A
metrical life by Venantius Fortunatus, also a prose life by the same ; the
former written about the year 570, the latter after 600. Another life by
an anonymous writer of the oth cent, is of course less trustworthy than
the former. There is another, later, written by Radbod, B. of Noyon,
in 1040,]

S. MEDARD was born at Salency, near Noyon, of a
Frank father, named Nectard, and a Roman mother,
named Protajia. Nectard was converted to the Christian
faith by his wife, and allowed his son Medard to be bap-
tized. An incident reveals the impulsive generosity of the
character of Medard, whilst still a child. He had been
sent by his father to watch his horses in a meadow.
Medard saw a man passing along the road with a saddle
and saddle-bags on his head, and a bit thrown over his
arm. “Why do you carry all those heavy things?” asked
the boy. ‘“Because my horse has fallen under me and
died,” said the man. “ And what is more, I do not know
how I can provide myself with another.” ¢ Take one of
these,” said the boy.

S. Medard was ordained by the Bishop of Vermandois,
whom he succeeded in the see on his death. One night a
thief got into the saint’s garden, and picked his grapes,

1 The Roman Martyrology says:—‘ At Rouen, S, Gildard, or Godard, B.,
brother of S, Medard, B. of Noyon. They were born the same day, conse-
crated hishops the same day, and dying the same day, ascended to heaven
together.” This is a mistake. It can be conclusively proved that S,
Medard dled about thirty-four years later than S. Godard, and that there is
no ancient anthority for saying they were hrothers. The lives of S. Medard
are silent on the subject, even one written in the zrth cent. S. Godard
subscribed the 1st councl] of Orleans, as B. of Rouen, In 11, and S, Medard was
consecrated in g30. One is surprised to sce that Giry and Guerin take no notlce
of this complete annihilatlon of the fable of the relationship of these two
saints, but give them as brothers born the same day, consecrated the same day,
and dying the same day, with subllme superiority to critlclsm and historical
accuracy.
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filled a basket, and tried to make off But the night was
pitch-dark, and he could not find his way out of the
garden. Very early the man was seen and caught, and
brought before Medard. “Let him go,” said the saint;
“I have given him the grapes.” Another thief stole the
hive of bees, but the bees swarmed out and stung the man,
so that he was obliged to let the hive drop and run
away.

As the little town which was his episcopal seat was ill-
defended, and the country was exposed to the ravages of
the barbarians, S. Medard removed his seat to Noyon.
On the death of S. Eleutherius, he became also Bishop of
Tournai ; it was contrary to the canons that he should
hold two sees simultaneously, but this was a case of
necessity, as no suitable person could be found to take
Tournai and carry on the work begun by S. Eleutherius.

He died at Noyon in 545, and his body was translated
to the abbey called after him at Soissons.

In art S. Medard is represented with an eagle above his
head, as according to a late (x1th cent.) legend, this bird
protected himn one day with its wings from the rain.

To S. Medard is attributed the institution of the festival
of the Rose at Salency, where he is said to have charged
his family estate with a sum of money to be given
annually with a crown of roses to the most virtuous girl in
the village. He is said to have accorded the first crown
to his sister, and so he is represented in a picture above
the altar in the chapel of S. Medard, at Sanency. Accord-
ing to the terms of the foundation, not only must the girl
be irreproachable, but also her parents must have be\}en
good. The seigneur of Sanency had the right to choose
the ¢ Rosidre” out of three girls, natives of the village,
presented to him. When he had named her, the parish
was informed of it from the pulpit on the following Sunday,
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and all who had any just cause or impediment to advance
were bidden to do so. On the 8th of June, the feast of
S. Medard, at two o’clock in the afternoon, the Rositre,
dressed in white, attended by twelve girls in white, with
blue sashes, and twelve boys, her father and mother, and
relations, went to the castle of Sanency, where the proces-
sion was met by the seigneur, or his bailiff, who conducted
the procession to the church. There vespers were sung,
and the Rositre assisted, kneeling at a fald-stool in the
chancel. After vespers a procession was formed to the
chapel of S. Medard at the further end of the village.
There the curé took the crown or hat of roses from the
altar, blessed it, and after a short discourse, crowned the
girl with it, and gave her a purse containing twenty-five
francs. The procession then reformed, returned to the
parish church, where a Te Deum was chanted, with an
anthem to S. Medard.

This beautiful ceremony, interrupted by the Revolution,
was re-established in 1812, and takes place now every
year; but it has undergone certain modifications, The
Rositre now receives three hundred francs, of which sum
the municipal council gives half. In the chapel of S.
Medard is a board on which are inscribed the names of all
the Rositres; a few of the names have been effaced,
because they have misconducted themselves since they
received the crown of S. Medard, but, as a general rule,
the custom tends to encourage in virtue the girls of the
village. In French S. Medard is often called .S. Mard.

VOL. VI. 6
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S. CHLODULF, B. OF METZ.

(ABOUT A.D. 692.)

{Roman and Gallican Martyrologies. Authority :—A life written about
the year 8o0.]

S. CHLODULF, called in France S. Cloud, was the son of
S. Arnoald, bishop of Metz (d. 640) and Doda. The father
of Arnoald was Anspert, brother of S. Aigulf, bishop of Metz,
whose mother was a daughter of King Clothair. On the
election of S. Arnoald to the bishopric, his wife retired
into a convent at Treves,

Chlodulf for some time filled several offices of responsi-
bility in the palace of the king of Austrasia, and he
acquired such renown for his probity and virtue, that, on
the death of Godo, bishop of Metz, in spite of his resist-
ance, he was elected in his place by the clergy and peopie.

S. WILLIAM, ABP. OF YORK.

(A.D. 1154.)

{Roman and York Martyrologies. Canonized by Pope Honorious IfT.
Authorities :— William of Newbury (b. 1136, d. 1208) in his History of his
Own Times. He was not only a contemporary, but also a Yorkshire man,
a native of Bridlington, and he wrote his history at the request of his
patron Roger, abbot of Byland. John of Brompton, abbot of Jervaux, in
Yorkshire (d. 1193) ; also John of Hexham (ab. in 1170), who wrote a
continuation of the history of Simeon of Durham, from 1130 to r154;
also an old life given by Capgrave.]

Tue father of S. William was Count Herbert; his
mother, Emma, sister of King Stephen. William was
constituted treasurer of York, and obtained considerable
popularity in the city. On the death of Thurstan, the
archbishop, in 1140, the election of a successor fell on
Henry de Coille, nephew of King Stephen, but as the
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pope would not consent to his appointment unless he
resigned all his other honours, the electors chose William,
also a nephew of the king; but some of the electors
formed a party to oppose him, and sent Walter the arch-
deacon to the king to state their objections. William,
earl of York, however, favoured the treasurer, and
detached a troop of horse to waylay the archdeacon, and
arrest him. Stephen invested S. William with the tempor-
alities of the see of York. But the archdeacon appealed
to the pope, Innocent II., and declared the freedom of the
electors to have been hampered by an order from the
king, communicated by the earl of York, requiring them to
elect William ; and charged William with having bought
the archbishopric. The pope ordered the dean of York
to take oath that he had not received the mandate of the
king, and William that he had paid no money for the see,
also that the case should be tried by the Bishop of
Winchester, the papal legate in England. William and
the Archdeacon Walter r:turned from Rome, and the
court was formed at Winchester, but no one appeared to
prove the charge against S. William, and -he was conse-
crated by the legate.

But in the mean time Innocent II. was dead (A.D. 1143),
and after the rapid succession of Celestine II. and
Lucius II., Eugenius III. mounted the chair of S. Peter
in 1145. He was a Cistercian monk, and was ambitious
to place a Cistercian in the important see of York. He
accordingly refused to acknowledge S. William, against
whom his master, S. Bernard, had taken part with extreme
violence, and whom he had even charged with perjury.
Urged by S. Bernard, Pope Celestine had refused to give
S. William the pall, and acknowledge him as archbishop,
but Lucius II, on the contrary, ratified his appointment,
and sent him the pall. Eugenius IIIL eager to placs one
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of his own order in the great see of York, annulled the
appointment of S. William, and appointed Henry Murdac,
monk of Clairvaux. William then went to Sicily to the
court of Roger, the king, and some nobles, relatives of
S. William, angry at the part taken by the English Cis-
tercians against their kinsman, fell on the farms of the
abbot of Fountains, and burnt them. The nomination of
Henry Murdac by the pope did not please the electors to
the see of York, and the majority chose Hilary, bishop of
Chichester, only a small minority voting for the Cistercian.
Eugenius, however, refused to acknowledge any one save
Murdac,'and consecrated him, and invested him with the
pall at Tréves, where he then was.

S. William returned to England, and took up his resi-
dence with the Bishop of Winchester, spending his time in
prayer. But King Stephen, highly incensed at the action
of the pope, did all in his power to annoy Murdac, and
through his influence the citizens of York shut their gates
against him, :

Eugenius IIL died in 1153, and in the same year died
Henry Murdac. Eugenius was succeeded by Conrad,
Cardinal of S. Sabina, who had taken the part of S. William
before, but ineffectually, against the prevailing vehemence
of S. Bernard. Now, as Pope Anastasius IV., he at once
confirmed the saint in the see of York, and sent him the
pall. S. William was received at York with great enthu-
siasm. The people crowding over the Ouse bridge to
welcome him on his entry, broke it down, and were
precipitated into the river. Providentially none were
drowned. S. William did not remain many months in the
see, for he died in 1154.

His tomb speedily became a resort of pllgnms, and so
many miracles were supposed to be wrought by the oil con-
trived to flow from it, that he was canonized by Honorius IIL
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The hymn sung on the festival of S. William,! at York,
says that he died of poison, but there is no allusion to this
in the York Breviary lessons. John of Newbury says he
died of fever. Gervase of Dover says he was killed by
poison in the chalice at mass.

The great S. William window in York Minster is in the
north end of the upper or choir transept. It is of five
lights, and of great height, and divided into a great number
of compartments, each representing a miracle or subject
from the life of the saint, It was put up about the middle
of the 15th century.

In the Dodsworthy MSS,, in the Bodleian Library, is a
copy from “a table in the revestry in the cathedral church
of York,” containing an account of all the miracles of
S. William, and apparently in the order of the represen-
tations in the window.

A curious diary of certain tourists in 1634, printed from
the “Lansdowne ” MSS., 213, so far as it relates to York-
shire, in Cartwright's “ Chapters in.the History of York-
shire,”? gives some curious additional information relative
to the body of S. William at a date long subsequent to the
destruction of shrines by the commissioners of Henry
VIII. “Aft.r our forenoon’s and afternoon’s devotions
were finished,” say these tourists ; *the remaining part of
the day was chiefly spent in the cathedral in viewing the
many rarities, riches, and monuments of that sacred
building. The sanctum sanctorum beyond the stately rich
high altar and the gilded partition wherein S. William’s

1 *In Octavis Pentecostes, quidam malignantes hoste
In cum pacificum,
Et ut Ipsum privent vita, celebrantis aconita
Propinant in calice: ’
Toxicatur a profanis, ille potus, ille panis
Per quem perit toxicum.”

* Wakeficld, 1873, p. 330.
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shrine formerly was : his tombe seven foot long, sometime
covered all over with silver . . . . Upon the breaking up
of the monument King James commanded his bones,
which are large and long, to be kept, as they are, in the
vestry.” What has become of them since is not known.

B.IVLIANA FALCONERIA,
See p. 267 (June 19}

.
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June 9.

SS. Primus aND FELICIAN, MM, at Rome, cire. A.D. 303,

S. PxLacia, 7. M, at Antioch in Syria, cire. A.D. 304.

S. VINCENT, M. at Agen in France, 4th cent.

SS. Tarcra, MarIAMNE, AND OTHERS, V., MM, in Persia, 4th cent,
S. JuLiaN, Mk. of Edessa, circ. A.D. 370, 5

S. CoLumBa, Ab. of fona, A.D. §97.

S. BaiTHEN, 4b. of lona, A.D, 6ox.

S. Maximus, B of Syracuse, A.D. 598,

S. CuMiax, B, in Scotland, 8th cent.

S. RicHARD, B. of Andrea in Apulia, circ. A.D. 1200

SS. PRIMUS AND FELICIAN, MM.
(ABOUT A.D. 303.)

[All Latin Martyrologies, Roman Martyrology. Authority :—The

Acts, not however in their original form, but written about A.D. 640.
** Neque nos credimus ea esse primze notze atque ex Proconsularibus Actis
desumpta,” says Henschenius, the Bollandist; ‘‘sed diu post exornata
rhetorico stylo, et circumstantiis sermonum ultro citroque habitorum,
fortassis etiam variarum peenarum, scripta tamen putamus diu ante cor-
porum translationem,” )
JHESE illustrious martyrs were Roman citizens,
| and lived as pagans till they were converted to
the true faith. In the persecution of Diocletian
and Maximian they were brought before the
emperor, who endeavoured to persuade them to sacrifice.
They were sent to Numentum, to the governor Promotus,
to be tried. He invited them to offer incense to the gods,
‘““Let your emperors adore wood and stone,” answered the
intrepid martyrs. “You call these emperors the lords of
the earth; we regard them as sacrilegious and impious.”

The martyrs were separated, and Primus was sent to
prison.” Promotus retained Felician and endeavoured to
break his constancy by promises. “I am four-score years
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old,” said Felician, “and thirty of these years have I spent
in the service of Christ, and I am ready to die for Him.”
The magistrate ordered his hands and feet to be transfixed
with nails like the God whom he adored, but his resolution
remained unshaken.

Primus was next brought out of prison, and when he
stood before the magistrate, he was told that his brother
had obeyed the emperors and had sacrificed. But Primus
answered boldly,! “In vain do you attempt to deceive me.
I know that my brother has not renounced his Lord and
God, to adore vain idols.”

Promotus seeing that his artifice was useless, ordered
the martyr to be beaten, and his sides burned with torches.
As he suffered, Primus chanted the words of the Psalmist,
“Thou, O God, hast proved us, Thou also hast tried us,
like as silver is tried ; Thou broughtest us into the snare,
and laidest trouble upon our loins; Thou sufferedst men
to ride over our heads. We went through fire and water,
and Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place.” (Ps.
Ixv,, A. V. Ixvi. g-11.) The judge, more angry than be-
fore, sent for Felician, that he might witness the last
agonies to which he was about to subject his brother.
When he was brought in, Promotus ordered molten lead
to be poured down the throat of Primus. As the liquid
metal was brought to him, he looked at the judge, and
pointing to his brother said, “This is he whom thou didst
say had renounced his faith; but God will give us grace
to die together in the same confession, that we may re-
joicing enter into life together.”

The magistrate at length, weary of torturing the brothers,

1The Acts say that he had alrcady been informed by an angel that his brother
had remained constant. But the Boliandists say. *“ These appearances of angels
are excessively common In Acts written iong after the events recorded ; nor can

it be doubted but that they, along with the words used on either side, have been
composed out of his own Imagination by the author.”

e
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bade that their heads should be struck off. Their bodies
were laid in the catacomb on the Numentine Way, and are
now in the church of S. Stephen at Rome.

S. PELAGIA, V.M.
(ABOUT A.D. 304.)

[Roman Martyrology and Greek Menza. In the latter also, on Oct.
8th, are commemorated together the three Pelagias, the Penient (Oct.
8th), the martyr at Tarsus (May 4th), and the martyr at Antioch, com-
memorated this day, though she is not called a martyr. Authorities :—
Eusebius, lib. viii., ¢. 12; S. Ambrose, in his book, De Virginibus, lib.
iii., also in his De vera Libertate ac Servitute ; S. Chrysostom, two sermons
on S. Pelagia.]

S. PELAGIA, a fair young girl of fifteen, at Antioch,
living with her mother and sister, was pursued in the
persecution of Numerian. Her exquisite loveliness made
her and her mother fear that she would be given over to
worse than death. Accordingly, as the soldiers approached
to take them, hand in hand they rushed to the river, and were
drowned locked in one another’s embrace. There is some
discrepancy in the accounts of her death. Eusebius says
that she, her sister, and mother cast themselves into the
river, and he is much more likely to be right than S.
Chrysostom, who lived so long after, and who says that
they threw themselves off the roof of their house, as the
soldiers rushed up stairs to take them. The menology of
the Emperor Basil has a different story, and probably
commemorates another Pelagia. According to this ac-
count a young girl, pursued by soldiers, and dreading to
fall into their brutal power, spread out her hands to heaven
and besought God to take her to Himself, a pure flower,
untouched by the rough hands of men. And as she
prayed, her spirit fled, and she bowed on the face of the
desert sand, and the soldiers found her dead.

rH
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S. COLUMBA, AB.

(a.p. 597.)

[Roman Martyrology, Usuardus, Notker, Sarum, and York Kalendars,
Donegal and Tallaght Martyrologies, Cashel Kalendar and Aberdeen
Breviary. The translation of S, Columba on the 17th June, Authorities :
—Mention by Bede, lib. v., ¢. 10, a life by Adamnan, abbot of Iona,
Born only a quarter of a century later, he had seen in his childhood the
actual companions of Columba, and those who had received his last
breath, A still earlier narrative, written by Comyn the Fair, abbot of
Iona, and reproduced almost word for word by Adamnan, forms the basis of
his work, which he has completed by a multitude of anecdotes and testi
monies collected with scrupulous care, and which altogether, though
unfortunately without chronological order, forms one of the most living,
attractive, and authentic relics of Christian history. This biography by
Adamnan was written between 6go and 703; Comyn the Fair was abbot
from 657 to 669. There is also a history of the saint in Irish by Magnus
O'Donnell, put together in 1532, incorporating some important Irish tra-
ditions and historical details. The following life is condensed from that
by M. de Montalembert in his ‘‘ Monks of the West."]

S. CoLuMBA was a scion of one of the great royal families
of Ireland. His father was descended from one of the
eight sons of the great King Niall of the Nine Hostages,
who was supreme monarch of all Ireland from 379 to 405,
at the period when S. Patrick was brought to the island as
a slave. Consequently he sprang from a race which had
reigned in Ireland for six centuries; and in virtue of the
ordinary law of succession, might himself have been called
to the throne. His mother belonged to the reigning family
in Leinster, one of the four subordinate kingdoms of the
island. He was born at Gartan, in one of the wildest
districts of Donegal, where the stone upon which his mother
lay at the moment of his birth is still shown.

Before his birth, his mother had a dream, which pos-
terity has accepted as a graceful and poetical symbol of
her son’s career. An angel appeared to her, bringing her
a veil covered with flowers of wonderful beauty and variety
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of colour. Immediately she saw the veil carried away by
the wind, and rolling out as it fled over plains, woods, and
mountains ; then the angel said to her, “Thou are about
to become the mother of a son, who shall blossom for
heaven, who shall be reckoned among the prophets of
God, and who shall lead numberless souls to the heavenly
country.”

He was educated by a priest who had baptized him.
From the house of this priest, Columba passed into the
great monastic schools, which were not only the nursery
for the clergy of the Irish Church, but where also young
laymen of all conditions were educated. Columba, like
many others, there‘learned to make his first steps in that
monastic life to which he had been drawn by the call of
God. He devoted himself not only to study and prayer,
but also to the manual toil then inseparable, in Ireland
and clsewhere, from a religious profession. Like all his
young companions, he had to grind over-night the corn for
the next day’s food; but when his turn came, it was so
well and quickly done, that his companions suspccted him
of having been assisted by an angel. The royal birth of
Colnmba procured him several distinctions in the schools
which were not always to the satisfaction of his comrades.
One of the latter, named Kieran, who was also destined
to fill a great place in Irish legend, became indignant at
the ascendancy of Columba; but while the two students
disputed, the abbot entered, and placing before Kieran an
auger, a plane, and an axe, said, “Look at these tools,
and recollect that these are all thou hast sacrificed for
God, since thy father was a carpenter; but Columba has
given up the sceptre of Ireland, which might have been
his by right of birth.” :

We learn from authentic documents that Columba com-
pleted his monastic life under the holy abbots, both bear-
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ing the name of Finnian. The first Finnian of Clonard,
who was also a bishop, ordained him deacon, but seems to
have had him under his authority for a shorter time than
the second Finnian.

It is easy to perceive, by the importance of the monastic
establishments which Columba had brought into being
even before he had attained the age of manhood, that
his influence must have been as precocious as it was con-
siderable. Apart from the virtues of which his after life
afforded so many examples, it may be supposed that his
royal birth gave him an irresistible ascendancy in a coun-
try where, since the introduction of Christianity, all the
early saints, like the principal abbots, belonged to reigning
families, and where the influence of blood and the worship
of genealogy continue, even to this day, to a degree un-
known in other lands, Springing, as has been said, from
the same race as the monarch of all Ireland, and conse-
quently himself eligible for the same high office, he was
also related by ties of blood to almost all the provincial
kings.

Before he had reached the age of twenty-five he had
presided over the creation of a crowd of monasteries. As
many as thirty-seven in Ireland alone recognised him as
their founder. The most ancient and important of these
foundations were situated, as was formerly that of S. Bridget
at Kildare, in vast oak forests, from which they took
their name. The first Durrow (Dair-mack), where a
cross and bell bearing the name of Columba are still to
be seen, was erected in the central regions. The other
Derry (Doire-chalgaick) is situated in the northern part
of the island, in Columba’s native province, in the
hollow of a bay of that sea which separates Ireland from
Scotland.

The young Columba was specially attached to Derry,
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where he habitually lived. He superintended with care
not only the discipline and studies of his community, but
external matters, even so far as to watch over the preser-
vation of the neighbouring forest. He would never permit
an oak to be cut down. Those which fell by natural
decay, or were struck down by the wind, were alone made
use of for the fire which was lighted on the arrival of
strangers, or distributed to the neighbouring poor. The
poor had a first right in Ireland as everywhere else, to the
goods of the monks; and the monastery of Derry fed a
hundred applicants every day with methodical regularity.
At a more advanced age our saint gave vent to his
tenderness for his-monastic creations in songs, an echo of
which has come down to us. The text of these songs,
such as has been preserved, is probably later than
Columba ; but it is written in the oldest Irish dialect, and
it expresses, naturally enough, the sentiments of the founder
and his disciples :—
** Were all the tribute of Scotia mine,

From its midland to its borders ;

‘1 would give all for one little cell

Iz my beautiful Derry.

For its peace and for its purity,

For the white angels that go

In crowds from one end to the other,

1 love my beautiful Derry.

For its quletness and its purity,

For heaven’s angels that come and go

Under every leaf of the oaks,
1 love my beautiful Derry.

My Derry, my fair oak grove,

My dear little cell and dwelling ;
Oh God, In the heavens above!
Let him who profanes it be cursed,
Beloved are Durrow and Derry,
Beloved is Raphoe the pure,
Beloved the fertile Drumhome,
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Beloved are Swords and Kells !

But sweeter and fairer to me,

The salt sea where the sea-gulls cry,

When I come to Derry from far,

It is sweeter and dearer to me—
Sweeter to me.”

The monk Columba was then a poet. He opens the
series of two hundred Irish poets, whose memories and
names, in default of their works, have remained dear to
Ireland. He wrote his verses not only in Latin, but also,
and more frequently, in Irish. Only three of his Latin
poems survive ; but two centuries ago eleven of his Irish
poems were still in existence, which have not all perished,
and the most authentic of which is dedicated to the glory
of S. Bridget, the virgin slave, patroness of Ireland, and
foundress of female religious life in the Isle of Saints. She
was still living when Columba was born.

Like most Irish saints and even monks whom history
has kept in mind, he had a passionate love for travelling,
and to that passion he added another, which brought him
more than one misadventure. Books, which were less
rare in Ireland than everywhere else, were, nevertheless,
much sought after, and guarded with jealous care in the
monastic libraries, which were their sole depositories.
Columba had a passion for fine manuscripts, and one of
his biographers attributes to him the laborious feat of
having transcribed with his own hand three hundred
copies of the Gospel and of the Psalter. He went every-
where in search of volumes, which he could borrow or
copy, often experiencing refusals, which he resented
bitterly. While visiting his ancient master, Finnian, our
saint found means to make a clandestine and hurried copy
of the abbot’s psalter, by shutting himself up at night in
the church where the psalter was deposited. The abbot
Finnian discovered what was going on by means of a
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curious wanderer, who looked in through the keyhole.
Indignant at what he thought a theft, Finnian claimed the
copy when it was finished, on the ground that a copy
made without permission, ought to belong to the master of
the original. Columba refused to give up his work, and
the question was referred to the king in his palace at
Tara.

King Diarmid, or Dermott, supreme monarch of Ire-
land, was, like Columba, descended from the great King
Niall, but by another son than he whose great-grandson
Columba was.

His judgment was given in a rustic phrase, which has
passed into a proverb in Ireland. 7o every cow her calf,
and, consequently, to every book its copy. Columba
protested loudly. “It is an unjust sentence,” he said,
““and I will revenge myself” After this incident, a young
prince, son of the provincial king of Connaught, who was
pursued for having committed an involuntary murder, took
refuge with Columba, but was seized and put to death by
thé king.  The irritation of the poet-monk knew no
bounds. The ecclesiastical immunity which he enjoyed in
his quality of superior and founder of several monasteries,
ought to have, in his opinion, created a sort of sanctuary

around his person, and this immunity had been scanda- -

lously violated by the execution of the youth whom he
protected. He threatened the king with prompt vengeance.
¢*I will denounce,” he said, *to my brethren and to my
kindred thy wicked judgment, and the violation in my
person of the immunity of the Church; they will listen to
my complaint, and punish thee sword in hand. Bad king,
thou shalt no more see my face in thy province until God,
the just judge, has subdued thy pride. As thou hast
humbled me to-day before thy lords and thy friends, God
will humble thee on the battle day before thine enemies.”

AY
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Diarmid attempted to retain him by force in the neighbour-
hood ; but, evading the vigilance of his guards, he escaped
by night from the court of Tara, and directed his steps to

his native province of Tyrconnell. His first stage was
Monasterboyce, where he heard from the monks that the
king had planted guards on all the ordinary roads to
intercept him. He then continued his course by a solitary
pathway over the desert hills which lay between him and
the North of Ireland ; and as he went upon his lonely way,
his soul found utterance in a pious song. He fled, chant-
ing the Song of Trust, which has been preserved to us, and
which may be reckoned among the most authentic relics of
the ancient Irish tongue.

Columba arrived safely in his province, and immediately
set to work to excite against King Diarmid the numerous
and powerful clans of his relatives and friends, who be-
longed to a branch of the house of Niall, distinct from,
and hostile to that of the reigning monarch. His efforts
were crowned with success. The Hy-Nialls of the North
armed eagerly against the Hy-Nialls of the South, of whom
Diarmid was the special chief. They naturally obtained
the aid of the king of Connaught, father of the young
prince. According to the other narratives, the struggle
was one between the Nialls of the North, and the Picts
established in the centre of Ireland. But in any case, it
was the north and west of Ireland which took arms against
the supreme king. Diarmid marched to meet them, and
they met in battle at Cool-Drenery, or Cool-Dreimhne,
upon the borders of Ultonia and Coomacia. He was
completely beaten, and obliged to take refuge at Tara.
The victory was due, according to the annalist Tigher-
nach, to the prayers and songs of Columba, who had fasted
and prayed with all his might to obtain from heaven the
punishment of the royal insolence, and who, besides, was
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present at the battle, and took upon himself before ail
men the responsibility of the bloodshed.

As for the manuscript, which had been the object of this
strange conflict of copyright, elevated into a civil war, it
was afterwards venerated as a kind of national, military,
and religious palladium. Under the name of CatZae, or
Zighter, the Latin Psalter transcribed by Columba, en-
shrined in a sort of portable altar, became the national
relic of the O’Donnell clan. For more than a thousand
years it was carried with them to battle as a pledge of
victory, on the condition. of being supported upon the
breast of a clerk free from all mortal sin. Itis thought
to have escaped as by miracle from the ravages of which
Ireland has been the victim, and is held to exist still, to the
great joy of all learned Irish patriots. .

Columba, though victor, had soon to undergo the double
re-action of personal remorse, and the condemnation of
many pious souls. The latter punishment was the first to
be felt. He was accused by a synod, convoked in the
centre of the royal domain, at Leilte, of having occasioned
the shedding of Christian blood, and sentence of ex-
communication was, in his absence, pronounced against
him. Perhaps this accusation was not entirely confined to
the war which had been raised on account of the copied
psalter. His excitable and vindictive character, and,
above all, his passionate attachment to his relatives, and
the violent part which he took in their domestic disputes,
and in their continually recurring rivalries, had engaged
him in other struggles, the date .of which is perhaps later
than that of his first departure from Ireland, but the
responsibility of which is formally imputed to him by
various authorities, and which also ended in bloody
battles.

Columba was not a man to draw back before his
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accusers and judges. He presented himself before the
synod, which had struck without hearing him. He found
a defender there in the famous Abbot Brendan, the
founder of the monastery of Beir. Thanks to the inter-
vention of Brendan, or to some other motive not men-
tioned, the sentence of excommunication was withdrawn;
but Columba was charged to win to Christ by his preach-
ing as many pagan souls as the number of Christians who
had fallen in the battle of Cool-Drewny.

It was then that his soul seems first to have beer.
troubled, and that remorse planted in it the germs at once
of a startling conversion, and of his future apostolic
mission.  Sheltered as he was from all vengeance, or
secular penalties, he must have felt himself struck so much
the more - by the ecclesiastical judgment pronounced
against him. Various legends reveal him to us at this
crisis of his life, wandering long from solitude to solitude,
and from monastery to monastery, seeking out holy monks,
masters of penitence and Christian virtue, and asking them
anxiously what he should do to obtain the pardon of God
for the murder of so many victims. One of these, Froéch,
who had long been his friend, reproached him with affec-
tionate severity for having been the instigator of that
murderous fight. “It was not I who caused i,” said
Columba with animation ; it was the unjust judgment of
King Diarmid ; it was his violation of ecclesiastical immunity
which did it all.” “A monk,” answered the solitary,
“would have done better to bear the injury with patience
than to avenge it with arms in his hand.” “Be it so,”

said Columba; “but it is hard for a man unjustly provoked®

to restrain his heart, and to sacrifice justice.”

He was more humble with Abban, another famous monk
of the time, founder of many religious houses, one of which
was called the Ce// of Zzars. When Columba went to
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Abban, he said, “I come to beseech thee to pray for the
souls of all those who have perished in the late war, which
I raised for the honour of the Church.” The aged
solitary, without reproaching Columba, resisted his en-
treaties for some time, by reason of his great modesty, but
ended by consenting ; and after having prayed, gave him
the assurance that these souls enjoyed eternal repose.
Columba, thus re-assured as to the fate of the victims of
his rage, had still to be enlightened in respect to his own
duty. He found the light which he sought from a holy
monk called Molais, famed for his studies of Holy Scrip-
tures, who had already been his confessor, and whose
ruined monastery is still visible in one of the isles of the
Atlantic. This severe hermit confirmed the decision of
the synod ; but to the obligation of converting to the
Christian faith an equal number of pagans as there were of
Christians killed in the civil war, he added a new condition,
which bore cruelly upon a soul so passionately attached to
country and kindred. The confessor condemned his
penitent to perpetual exile from Ireland. Columba bowed
to this sentence with sad resignation. ‘‘What you have
commanded,” he said, “shall be done.” He announced
his future fate in the first place to his relations, the warlike

* Nialls of Tyrconnell. “An angel has taught me that I

must leave Ireland and remain in exile as long as I live,
because of all those whom you slew in the last battle,
which you fought on my account, and also in others which
you know of” It is not recorded that any among his
kindred attempted to hold him back; but when he
acquainted his disciples with his intended emgration,
twelve among them decided to follow him. The most
ardent of all was a young monk called Mochonna, son of
the provincial king of Ulster. In vain Columba repre-
sented to him that he ought not to abandon his parents
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and native soil. “It is thou,” answered the young man,
“who art my father, the Church is my mother, and my
country is where I can gather the largest harvest for
Christ.” Then, in order to render all resistance impossible,
he made a solemn vow aloud to leave his country and
follow Columba. “I swear to follow thee wherever thou
goest, until thou hast led me to Christ, to whom thou hast
consecrated me.” It was thus, says his historian, that he
forced himself rather than offered himself as a companion
to the great exile in the course of his apostolical career
among the Picts, and he had no more active or devoted
auxiliary.

Columba accepted, though not without sadness, as has
been seen, the sentence of his friend. He dedicated the
rest of his life to the expiation of his faults by a voluntary
exile, and by preaching the faith to the heathen. Up to
this time we have had difficulty in disentangling the
principal events of the first forty years of his life from a
maze of confused and contradictory narratives. Hence-
forward we shall find a surer guide in Adamnan, who only
touches very slightly upon the first half of his hero’s life.

A voluntary exile, at the age of forty-two, from his native
island, Columba embarked with twelve of his companions
in one of those great barks of osier, covered with hide,
which the Celtic nations employed for their navigation.
He landed upon a desert island situated on the north of
the opening of that series of gulfs and lakes which, extend-
ing from the south-west to the north-east, cuts the
Caledonian peninsula in two, and which at that period
separated the still heathen Picts from the district occupied
by the Irisk Scots, who were partially Christianized. This
isle, which he has made immortal, took from him the name
of I.-Colm-Kill (the island of Columb of the Churches), but
is better known under that of Iona. A legend, suggested
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by one of our saint’s most marked characteristics, asserts
that he first landed upon another islet called Oronsay, but
having climbed a hill near the shore immediately on
landing, he found that he could still see Ireland, his
beloved country. To see so far off that dear soil which
he had left for ever was too hard a trial. He came down
from the hill, and immediately took to his boat to seek,
farther off, a shore from which he could not see his native
land. When he had reached Iona he climbed the highest
point in the island, and gazing into the distance, found no
longer any trace of Ireland upon the horizon. He decided,
accordingly, to remain upon this unknown rock. One of
those heaps of stones called caézns in the Celtic dialect,
still marks the spot where Columba made this unfruitful
examination, and has long borne the name of the Cairn of
Ravewel). < r i

Nothing could be more sullen and sad than the aspect
of this celebrated isle, where not a single tree has been
able to resist either the blighting wind, or the destroying
hand of man. Only three miles in length by two in
breadth, flat and low, bordered by grey rocks which
scarcely rise above the level of the sea, and overshadowed
by the high and sombre peaks of the great island of Mull,
it has not even the wild beauty which is conferred upon
the neighbouring isles and shores by their basaltic cliffs,
which are often of prodigious height, or which belongs to
the hills, often green and rounded at the summits, whose
perpendicular sides are beaten incessantly by the Atlantic
waves, which bury themselves in resounding caverns,
hollowed by the everlasting labours of that tumultuous sea.
Upon the narrow surface of the island white stretches of
sand alternate with scanty pastures, a few poor crops, and
the turfmoors where the inhabitants find their fuel. Poor
as the culture is, it seems everywhere resisted and disputed
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by the gneiss rocks, which continually crop out, and in
some places form an almost inextricable labyrinth. The
only attraction possessed by this sombre dwelling-place is
the view of the sea, and of the mountains of Mull and the
other islands, to the number of twenty or thirty, which may
be distinguished from the top of the northern hill of Iona.

The bay where Columba landed is still called the Bay oF
THE OSIER BARK, Port’a Churraick; and a long mound is
pointed out to strangers as representing the exact size of
his boat, which was sixty feet long. The emigrant did not
remain ifi this bay, which is situated in the middle of the
isle ; he went higher up, and, to find a little shelter from.
the fierce sea winds, chose for his habitation the eastern
shore, opposite the large island of Mull, which is separated
from Iona only by a narrow channel of a mile in breadth,
and whose highest mountains, situated more to the east,
approach the mountain top of Morven, which is con-
tinually veiled with clouds. It was there that the emi-
grants built their huts of branches, for the island was not
then, as now, destitute of wood. When Columba had
made up his mind to construct for himself and his people
a settled establishment, the buildings of the new-born
monastery were of the greatest simplicity. As in all Celtic
constructions, walls of withes or branches, supported upon
long wooden props, formed the principal element in their
architecture. Climbing plants, especially ivy, interlacing
itself in the interstices of the branches, at once ornamented
and consolidated the modest shelter of the missionaries.

Thus the monastic capital of Scotland, and the centre of
Christian civilisation in the north of Great Britain, came
into being thirteen centuries ago.  Some ruins of a much
later date than the days of Columba, though still very
ancient, mingled among a few cottages scattered on the
shore, still point out the site.

3
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Far from having any prevision of the glory of Iona, his
soul was still swayed by a sentiment which never aban-
doned him—regret for his lost country. All his life he
retained for Ireland the passionate tenderness of an exile,
2 love which displayed itself in the songs which have been
preserved to us, and which date perhaps from the first
moment of his exile. It is possible that their authenticity
is not altogether beyond dispute; and that, like the poetic
lamentations given forth by Fortunatus in the name of S.
Radegund, they were composed by his disciples and con-
temporaries. But they have been too long repeated as
his, and depict too well what must have passed in his
heart to permit us to neglect them. ¢Death in faultless
Ireland is better than life without end in Albyn.” After
this cry of despair follow strains more plaintive and sub-
missive. In one of his elegies he laments that he can no
longer sail on the lakes and bays of his native island, nor
hear the song of the swans with his friend Comgall. He
laments above all to have been driven from Erin by his
own fault, and because of the blood shed in his battles.
He envies his friend Comgall who can go back to his dear
monastery at Durrow, and hear the wind sigh among the
oaks, and the song of the blackbird and cuckoo. As for

Columba all is dear to him in Ireland except the princes who

reign there. This last particular shows the persistence of
his political rancour. No trace of this feeling, however,
remains in a still more characteristic poem, which must
have been confided to some traveller as a message from
the exile of Iona to his country. In this he celebrates, as
always, the delight of voyaging round the coast of Ireland,
and the beauty of its cliffs and beach. But, above all, he
mourns over his exile.

“What joy to fly upon the white-crested sea, and to
watch the waves break upon the Irish shore! What joy

N/
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to row the little bark, and land among the whitening foam
upon the Irish shore! Ah! how my boat would fly if its
prow were turned to my Irish oak-grove! But the noble
sea now carries me only to Albyn, the land of ravens.
My foot is in my little boat, but my sad heart ever bleeds.
There is a grey eye which ever turns to Erin ; but never
in this life shall it see Erin, nor her sons, nor her daughters.
From the high prow I look over the sea, and great tears
are in my grey eye when I turn to Erin—to Erin, where
the songs of the birds are so sweet, and where the clerks
sing like the birds ; where the young are so gentle, and the
old so wise ; where the great men are so noble to look at,
and the women so fair to wed. Young traveller, carry my
sorrows with thee, carry them to Comzall of eternal life.
Noble youth, take my prayer with thee, and my blessing ;
one part for Ireland—seven times may she be blessed;
and the other for Albyn. Carry my blessing across the
sea—carry it to the west. My heart is broken in_my
breast ; if death comes to me suddenly, it will be because
of the great love I bear to the Gael.”

But it was not only in these elegies, repeated and per-
haps retouched by Irish bards and monks, but at each
instant of his life, in season and out of season, that this
love and passionate longing for his native country burst
forth in words and in musings; the narratives of his most
trusty biographers are full of it. The most severe penance
which he could imagine for the guiltiest sinners who came
to confess to him, was to impose upon them the same fate
which he had voluntarily inflicted upon himself—never to
set foot again upon Irish soil. But when, instead of for-
bidding to sinners all access to that beloved isle, he had
to smother his envy of those who had the right and happi-
ness to go there at their pleasure, he dared scarcely trust
himself to name its name; and when speaking to his

\7/




\/
"

Juneg.) S. Columba. 105

guests, or to the monks who were to return to Ireland,
he could only say to them, * You will return to the coun-
try that you love” This melancholy patriotism never
faded out of his heart, and was evidenced much later in
his life by an incident which shows an obstinate regret for
his lost Ireland, along with a tender and careful solicitude
for all the creatures of God. One morning he called one
of the monks and said to him, “Go and seat thyself by the
sea, upon the western bank of the island; there thou wilt
sce arrive from the north of Ireland and fall at thy feeta
poor travelling stork, long beaten by the winds and ex-
hausted by fatigue. Take her up with pity, feed her and
watch her for three days. After three days’ rest, when she
is refreshed and -strengthened, she will no longer wish to
prolong her exile among us ; she will fly to sweet Ireland,
her dear country where she was born. I bid thee care for
her thus, because she comes from the land where I, too,
was born.” Everything happened as he had said and
ordered. The evening of the day on which the monk had
received the poor traveller, as he returned to the monas-
tery, Columba, asking him no questions, said to him,
“God bless thee, my dear child, thou hast cared for the
exile; in thrze days thou shalt see her return to her
country.” And, in fact, at the time mentioned, the stork
rose from the ground in her host’s presence; and, after
having sought her way for 2 moment in the air, directed
her flight across the sea, straight upon Ireland.

However bitter the sadness might be with which exile
filled the heart of Columba, it did not for 2 moment turn
him from his work of expiation. As soon as he had in-
stalled himself with his companions in that desert isle,
from whence the Christian faith and monastic life were
about to radiate over the north of Great Britain, a gradual
and almost complete transformation became apparent in

\7
N




106 Lives of the Saints. " Ueney,

him. Without giving up the loveable peculiarities of his
character and race, he gradually became a model for
penitents, and at the same time for confessors and
preachers.

This man, whom we have seen so passionate, so irrit-
able, so warlike and vindictive, became little by little the
most gentle, the humblest, the most tender of friends and
fathers. It was he, the great head of the Caledonian
Church, who kneeling before the strangers who came to
Iona, or before the monks returning from their rock, took
off their shoes, washed their feet, and after having washed
them respectfully kissed them. But charity was still
stronger than humility in that transfigured soul. No
necessity, spiritual or temporal, found him indifferent.
He devoted himself to the solace of all infirmities, all
misery, and pain, weeping often over those who did not
weep for themselves. These tears became the most elo-
quent part of his preaching, the means which he employed
most willingly to subdue inveterate sinners, to arrest the
criminal on the brink of the abyss, to appease and soften
and change those wild and savage but simple and straight-
forward souls whom God had given him to subdue.

In the midst of the new community Columba inhabited,
instead of a cell, a sort of hut built of planks and placed
upon the most elevated spot within the monastic enclosure.
Up to the age of seventy-six he slept there upon the hard
floor, with no pillow but a stone. This hut was at once
his study and his oratory. It was there that he gave
himself up to those prolonged prayers which excited the
admiration and almost the alarm of his disciples. It was
there that he returned after sharing the outdoor labour of
his monks, like the least among them, to consecrate the
rest of his time to the study of Holy Scripture and the
transcription of the sacred text. The work of transcription
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remained until his last day the occupation of his old age
as it had been the passion of his youth; it had such an
attraction for him, and seemed to him so essential to a
knowledge of the truth that, as we have already said, three
hundred copies of the Holy Gospels, copied by his own
hand, have been attributed to him. It was in the same
hut that he received with unwearied patience the numer-
ous and sometimes importunate visitors who soon flowed
to him, and of whom sometimes he complained gently—
as of that indiscreet stranger, who desirous of embracing
him, awkwardly overturned his ink upon the border of his
robe. These importunate guests did not come out of
simple curiosity ; they were most commonly penitent or
fervent Christians, who, informed by the fishermen and
inhabitants of the neighbouring isles of the establishment
of the Irish monk, who was already famous in his own
country, and attracted by the growing renown of his vir-
tues, came from Ireland, from the North and South of
Britain, and even from the midst of the still heathen
Saxons, to save their souls and gain heaven under the
direction of 2 man of God.

Every day, and every minute of the day, the abbot and
his companions, in the retirement of their cells, or at their
outdoor labours, heard great cries addressed to them from
the other side of the narrow strait which separates Iona
from the neighbouring island of Mull. These shouts were
the understood signal by which those who sought admis-
sion to Iona gave notice of their presence, that the boat
of the monastery might be sent to carry them over.
Among the crowds who crossed in that boat some sought
only material help, alms, or medicines; but the greater
part sought permission to do penance, and to pass a longer
or shorter time in the new monastery, where Columba put
their vocation to so many trials.
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The narrow inclosure of Iona was soon too small for the
increasing crowd, and from this little monastic colony
issued in succession a swarm of similar colonies, which
went forth to plant new communities, daughters of Iona,
in the neighbouring isle, and on the main land of Cale-
donia, all of which were under the authority of Columba.
Ancient traditions attribute to him the foundation of three
hundred monasteries or churches, as many in Caledonia as
in Hibernia, a hundred of which were in the islands or
upon the sea shore of the two countries. Modern learning
has discovered and registered the existence of ninety
churches, whose origin goes back to Columba, and to all,
or almost all, of which, according to the custom of the
time, monastic communities must have been attached.

The portion of Great Britain which received the name
of Caledonia did not include the whole of modern Scot-
land ; it embraced only the districts to the north of the
isthmus which separates the Clyde from the Forth, or
Glasgow from Edinburgh. All this region to the north
and to the east was in the hands of those terrible Picts
whom the Romans had been unable to conquer, and who
were the terror of the Britons. -But to the west and south-
west on the side where Columba landed, he found a colony
of his own country and race—that is to say, the Scots of.
Ireland, who were destined to become the sole masters of
Caledonia, and to bestow upon it the name of Scotland.

These Scots who had left Ireland, after the conversion
of the island by S. Patrick, were probably Christians like
all the Irish, at least in name; but no certain trace of
ecclesiastical organisation or of monastic institutions is
visible among them before Columba’s arrival at Iona.
Columba and his disciples neglected no means of fortifying
and spreading religion among their countrymen, who were
emigrants like themselves. We see him in the narratives
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of Adamnan administering baptism and the other rites of
religion to the people of Scotic race, through whose lands
he passed, planting there the first foundations of monastic
communities.

Columba was still in the flower of his age when he
established himself at Iona. He was not more at the
most than forty-two. All testimonies agree in celebrating
his manly beauty, his remarkable height, his sweet and
sonorous voice, the cordiality of his manner, the gracious
dignity of his deportment and person.

But it was towards another race, very different from his
Scotic countrymen and much less accessible, that Columba
felt himself drawn” as much by the penance imposed upon
him as by the necessities of the Church and of Christen-
dom. While the Irish Scots occupied the islands, and
part of the western coast of Caledonia, all the north and
east—that is to say, by far the greater part of the country
—was inhabited by the Picts, who were still heathens.
Th: thirty-four years of life which Columba had still before
him were chiefly spent in missions undertaken for the
purpose of carrying the faith to the hilly straths, and into
the deep glens and numerous islands of Northern Cale-
donia. There dwelt a race, warlike, grasping, and bold,
as inaccessible to softness as to fear, only half-clothed
notwithstanding the severity of the climate, and obstinately
attached to their customs, belief, and chiefs.

Columba crossed again and again that central mountain
range in which rise those waters which flow, some north
and west to fall into the Atlantic Ocean, and some to the
south to swell the North Sea. This was the recognised
boundary between the Scots and Picts.

He was the first to traverse in his little skiff Loch Ness,
and the river which issues from it. He penetrated thus,
after a long and painful journey, to the principal fortress of
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the Pictish king, the site of which is still shewn upon a
rock north of the town of Inverness. This powerful and
redoubtable monarch, whose name was Bruidh or Brude,
son of Malcolm, gave at first a very inhospitable reception
to the Irish missionary. It is not recorded whether ever
Bruidh himself became a Christian, but during all the rest
of his life he remained the friend and protector of Columba.
He confirmed to him the possession of Iona, the sove-
reignty of which he seems to have disputed with his rival
the king of the Dalriadian Scots, and our exile thus saw
his establishment placed under the double protection of the
two powers which shared Caledonia between them.

But the favour of the king did not bring with it that of
the heathen priests, who are indicated by the Christian
historians under the name of Druids or Magi, and who
made an energetic and persevering resistance to the new
apostle. These priests do not seem either to have taught
or practised the worship of idols, but rather that of natural
forces, and especiaily of the sun and other celestial bod es.
They followed or met the Irish preacher in his apostolic
journeys less to refute his arguments than to hold back
and intimidate those whom his preaching gained to Christ.

One day while labouring in his evangelical work in the
principal island of the Hebrides, the one which lies nearest
to the mainlind, he cried out all at once, “My sons, to-
day you will see an ancient Pictish chief, who has kept
faithfully all his life the precepts of the natural law, arrive
in this island; he comes to be baptized and to die.”
Immediately after, a boat was seen to approach the shore
with a feeble old man seated in the prow, who was recog-
nised as the chief of one of the neighbouring tribes. Two
of his companions took him up in their arms and brought
him before the missionary, to whose words, as repeated by
the intespreter, he listened attentively. When the dis-
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course was ended the old man asked to be baptized; and
immediately after breathed his last breath, and was buried
on the very spot where he had just been brought to shore.

At a later date, in one of his last missions, when, himself
an old man, he travelled along the banks of Loch Ness,
always in the district to the north of the mountain range
of the dorsum Britannie, Columba said to the disciples who
accompanied him, “Let us make haste and meet the
angels who have come down from heaven, and who wait
for us beside a Pict who has done well according to the
natural law during his whole life and to extreme old age ; we
must baptize him before he dies.” Then hastening his
steps and outstripping his disciples, as much as was poss:-
ble at his great age, he reached a retired valley, now called
Glen Urquhart, where he found the old man who awaited
him. Here there was no longer any need of an inter-
preter, which makes it probable that Columba in his old
age had learned the Pictish dialect. The old Pict heard
him preach, was baptized, and with joyful serenity gave up
to God the soul which was awaited by those angels whom
Columba saw.

Upon the opposite shore, in that striking promontory
which forms ‘the eastern extremity of Scotland, a district

now known as Beecham, various churches trace their .

origin to Columba, and to one of his Irish disciples called
Drostan. The mor-maer, or chief of the country, had at
first refused them his permission to settle here, but his son
fell dangerously ill, and he hastened after the missionaries,
offering them the land necessary for their foundation,
and begging them to pray for the dying boy. They prayed,
and the child was saved. After having blessed the new
church, Columba installed his companions in their new
home, and himself turned to continue his journey. When
Drostan saw himself thus condemned to live at a distance
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from his master, he could not restrain his tears ; for these old
saints, in their wild and laborious career, loved each other
with a passionate tenderness. Then Columba said, “ Let
us call this place the Monastery of Tears;” and the great
abbey which lasted a thousand years upon that spot always
retained the name. “He who sows in tears shall reap
in joy.”

One day toward the end of his life, being alone with
Diarmid, his minister (as the monk attached to his
personal service was called), he cried out all at once,
“The belll let the bell be rung instantly!” The bell
of the modest monastery was nothing better than one of
the little square bells made of beaten iron, which are still
shewn in Irish museums, exactly similar to those which are
worn by the cattle in Spain and the Jura. It was enough
for the necessities of the little insular community. At its
sound the monks hastened to throw themselves on their
knees around their father. “Now,” said he, “let us pray—
let us pray with intense fervour for our people, and for
King Aidan; for at this very moment the battle has
begun between them and the barbarians.” When their
prayers had lasted some time, he said, “Behold the
barbarians flee ! Aidan is victorious ”

The barbarians against whom Columba rang his bells,
and called for the prayers of his monks, were the Anglo-
Saxons of Northumbria, who were still pagans, and whose
descendants were destined to owe the inestimable blessings
of Christianity to the monks of Iona, and the spiritual
posterity of Columba. As for King Aidan, he had re-
placed his cousin-german, King Connall, who had guar-
anteed to Columba the possession of Iona, as chief of the
Dalriadan colony, in Argyll. His accession to the throne
took place in 574, eleven years after the arrival of
Columba ; and nothing proves more fully the influence
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acquired by the Irish missionary during this short interval,
than Aidan’s resolution to have his coronation blessed by
the abbot of Iona, Columba, who was then in a neigh-
bouring island, went back to Iona, where he was met by
the new king. The abbot laid his hands upon the head of
Aidan, blessed him, and ordained him king.

According to Scotch national tradition, the new King
Aidan was consecrated by Columba upon a great stone,
called the Stone of Fate. This stone was afterwards
transferred to Dunstaffnage Castle, the ruin of which may
be seen upon the coast of Argyll, not far from Iona ; then
to the abbey of Scone, near Perth ; and was finally carried
away by Edward L, the stern conqueror of Scotland, to
Westminster, where it still serves as a pedestal for the
throne of the kings of England on the day of their coro-
nation. The solemn inauguration of the kingdom of
Aidan marks the historical beginning of the Scotch
monarchy, which before that period was more or less
fabulous.

But to secure the independence of the new Scottish
royalty, it was necessary to break the link of subjugation,
or vassalage, which bound the Dalriadian colony to the
Irish kings.  All this time it had remained tributary to the
monarchs of the island which it had left nearly a century
before to establish itself in Caledonia. To obtain by
peaceable means the abolition of this tribute, Columba
must have seemed the mediator indicated by nature. He
accepted the mission, and returned to Ireland, which he
had thought never to see again, in company with the king
whom he had just crowned, to endeavour to come to
an agreement with the Irish monarch, and the other
princes and chiefs assembled at Drumkeith.

The Irish king renounced all sovereignty over the king of
the Dalriadians of A4/ania, as Scotland was then called.
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Independence and freedom from all tribute were granted
to the Albanian Scots, who, on their side, promised
perpetual alliance and hospitality to their Irish country-
men.

Columba had another cause to plead at the parliament
of Drumkeith, which was almost as dear to his heart as the
independence of the Scotic kingdom and colony of which
he was the spiritual head. The question in this case was
nothing less than that of the existence of a corporation as
powerful as, and more ancient and national than, the
clergy itself; it concerned the bards, who were at once
poets and genealogists, historians and musicians, and
whose high position and popular ascendency form one of
the most characteristic features of Irish history. The
entire nation, always enamoured of its traditions, sur-
rounded with ardent and respectful sympathy the men
who could clothe in a poetic dress all the lore and super-
stitions of the past, as well as the passions and interests of
the present. They were overwhelmed with favours and
privileges by the kings and petty princes, on whom their
songs and their harp could alone bestow a place in history,
or even a good name among their contemporaries. But
naturally this great power had produced many abuses, and
at the moment of which we speak, the popularity of the
bards had suffered an eclipse. A violent opposition had
been raised against them. Their great number, their
insolence, their insatiable greed, had all been made
subjects of reproach. The enmities rajsed against them
had come to such a point, that King Aodh felt himself in
sufficient force to propose to the assembly of Drumkeith the
radical abolition of this dangerous order, and the banish-
ment, and even outlawry, if not, as some say, the massacre
of all the bards.

It was Columba who saved them. He who was born a
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poet, and remained a poet to the last day of his life,
interceded for them, and gained their cause. His success
was not without difficulty, for King Aodh was eager in
their pursuit; but Columba, as stubborn as bold, made
head against all. He represented that care must be taken
not to pull up the good corn with the tares; that the
general exile of the poets would be the death of a vener-
able antiquity, and of that poetry which was so dear to the
country, and so useful to those who knew how to employ
it. The king and the assembly yielded at length, under
the condition that the number of bards should be hence-
forward limited, and that their profession should be put
under certain rules determined by Columba himself., It
was his eloquence alone which turned aside the blow
by which they were threatened ; and knowing themselves
to be saved by him, they showed their gratitude by
exalting his glory in their songs, and by leaving to their
successors the charge of continuing his praise.

Immediately after this favourable decision of the assem-
bly, Dallan composed a song in honour of Columba, and
came to sing it before him. At the flattering sounds of
this song of gratitude, the abbot of Iona could not defend
himself from a human sentiment of self-satisfaction. But he
was immediately reproved by one of his monks. Columba -
profited by the warning. He imposed silence upon Dallan,
reminding him that it was only the dead who should be
praised, and absolutely forbade him to repeat his song.
Dallan obeyed reluctantly, and awaited the death of the
saint to make known his poem, which became celebrated
in Irish literature under the name of 4mbkra, or the
Praise of S. Columbkill,

There is no doubt that, after the assembly of Drumkeith,
Columba made many journeys to Ireland. The direction
of the various monasteries which he had founded there
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before his voluntary exile, and of which- he had kept the
government in his own hands, must have led him often
back. Sometimes toward the decline of his life, while
traversing a hilly or marshy country, he travelled in a car,
as S. Patrick had done; but the care with which his
biographers note this fact, proves that formerly the greater
part of his journeys had been made on foot.

During all the rest of his life, which he was to pass in his
island of Iona, or in the neighbouring districts of Scotland,
which had been evangelised by his unwearied zeal, nothing
strikes and attracts the historian so much as the general
ardeur of Columba’s charity. The history of his whole life
proves that he was born with a violent, and even vindictive
teroper; but he had succeeded in subduing and trans-
forming himself to such a point, that he was ready to
sacrifice all things to the love of his neighbour. It is not
merely an apostle, or a monastic founder whom we have
before us—beyond and besides this, it is a friend, a
brother, a benefactor of men, a brave and untiring defender
of the labourer, the feeble, and the poor; it is a man
occupied not only with the salvation, but also with the
happiness, the pursuits, and the interests of all his fellow-
creatures, and in whom the instinct of pity showed itself in
a bold and continual interposition between the oppressor
and the oppressed.

In his just wrath against the spoilers of the poor, and
the persecutors of the Church, he drew back before no
danger, not even before the assassin’s dagger. Among the
reivers who infested Scottish Caledonia, making armed
incursions into their neighbours’ lands, and carrying on
that system of pillage which, up to the eighteenth century,
cont'nued to characterise the existence of the Scottish
clans, he had distinguished the sons of Donnell, who
belonged to a branch of the family which ruled the
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Dalriadian colony. Columba did not hesitate to excom-
municate them. Exasperated by this sentence, one of
these powerful ill-doers, named or sur-named, Lamm-Dess
(Right-hand), took advantage of a visit which the great
abbot paid to a distant island, and undertook to murder
him in his sleep. But Finn-Lugh, one of the saints’
companions, having had some suspicion, or instinctive
presentiment of danger, and desiring to save his father’s
life by the sacrifice of his own, barrowed Columba’s cowl,
and wrapped himself in it. The assassin struck him whom
he found clothed in the well-known costume of the abbot,
and then fled. But the sacred vestment proved impene-
trable armour to thie generous disciple, who was not even
wounded.

Some time before, another criminal of the same family,
called Ian, had chosen for his victim one of the hosts of
Columba, one of those poor men whom the abbot had
enriched by his blessing in exchange for the hospitality
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